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YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S
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Joni Kleinschmidt
Tod Mayfield
Randall Sims
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    I share many of your 

sentiments and hopes that 

soon in-person meetings will 

resume, even if they are not 

the same format we are used 

to.”                           -Page 2

    

     The meaning of “team” 

came back to us.”    -Page 4Your Bar EvEnts - sEptEmBEr 2020
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Our September speaker is the 
Honorable Curt Brancheau, District 
Judge for the 84th Judicial District Court 
in Texas. Judge Brancheau has been the 
presiding judge of the 84th District Court 
since 2017. The 84th District Court is a 
court of general jurisdiction covering 
Hutchinson, Hansford, and Ochiltree 
Counties. Judge Brancheau received 
his Bachelor of Science degree from 
Vanderbilt University in 2004, where he 
was a three-year letterman on the football 
team. Judge Brancheau received his JD 
and MBA from Texas Tech University in 
2008.  Prior to taking the bench, Judge 
Brancheau spent five years as a general 
practice attorney and then matriculated 

to the 84th District Attorney’s office 
as an assistant DA.  The bulk of Judge 
Brancheau’s current caseload includes 
family and criminal cases with a 
sprinkling of just about everything else. 
Judge Brancheau is married to Jennifer 
Brancheau and they have three young 
children, Brady, Brooks, and Dylan. 

Judge Brancheau will discuss “The 
Practice of Law During COVID, a View 
from the Bench.” He will discuss the 
impacts that COVID has had on handling 
day-to-day matters in the courts, the 
impact it has had on holding evidentiary 
and non-evidentiary hearings, and the 
potential effects COVID will have moving 
forward.

112 West 8th Ave., #615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
806-371-7226

AABA Zoom

Trust &
Estates Virtual 
CLE Seminar

sePtember sPeAker:
curt brAncheAu
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• 3 to 6 year Litigation Associates Needed

• Excellent Pay and Benefits

• Great Opportunity for Skills Development

Contact Katy Taylor at 806-337-1129 ktaylor@mhba.com

prEsidEnt’s
pagE

By: Jennie Knapp

I don’t usually shy away from change but will readily admit that the past 
six months have been enough for me. I’m writing this note in my make-shift 
home office that has gotten incrementally nicer over the past five months. 
(My vacation fund now looks like dual-screen monitors instead of a week at 
the beach. If this lasts much longer, maybe for Christmas I’ll get a printer. 
(That’s not a hint, it’s a joke.))

We’ve all learned to adapt to the current climate, which I refuse to call 
a “new normal.” While the climate may last a while longer, it’s not normal. 
Thanks to each of you who filled out the member survey about our luncheons 
for this next bar year. I share many of your sentiments and hopes that soon 
in-person meetings will resume, even if they are not the same format we are 
used to. We plan to take each month as it comes. Please check your AMA-
LAW and e-blasts for current announcements about luncheons and (spoiler 
alert) other events. (As an aside, if you have not been getting emails from 
the AABA, please let Janet know at director@amarillobar.org.)

Meanwhile, in the “glass-half-full” column, we are putting together a 
great virtual program of free CLE that you can earn in your PJs and baseball 
cap. The first luncheon CLE will be September 10. I look forward to seeing 
all of you, even if just on one of my new monitors! Be checking your inbox 
for login instructions. 

While I haven’t checked the AABA archives, this has to be one of the 
only times the “President’s Page” was not written by the President. Our 
board has been in limbo this summer with the cancellation of the Spring 

mEmBErship
rEgistration and 

rEnEwals
If you did not receive your 

Membership Registration packet, 
you may find the registration 
materials on the AABA website, 
amarillobar.org.  Dues are $65.00 
for attorneys licensed five years or 
less and $100.00 for those licensed 
more than five years.  Contact Janet 
Byars at 806-371-7226 or director@
amarillobar.org for more information.   
Membership Registration forms 
and dues payments can be mailed 
to AABA, 112 W. 8th, Suite 615, 
Amarillo, TX  79101.  The CLE 
schedule for the year is also located 
on the website, amarillobar.org.  

1-800-204-2222

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your answer 

to cbyrom@bf-law.com and you will win a rolling briefcase provided by the 
State Bar of Texas.

Who is known as the “Father of Amarillo”?

Institute, and with it the officer 
and director election. The official 
election will take place at the 
September 10 meeting. Thank you 
to board members who had been 
scheduled to roll off for continuing 
their bar work a little longer over the 
summer and to soon-to-be-elected 
members (barring a concerted 
write-in campaign!) for stepping up 
anyway. And, of course, thank you 
to Janet Byars who helps the AABA 
run smoothly.

The AABA Nominating Committee will 
present the following slate of officers and 
directors for election at the next virtual meeting 
on September 10, 2020, at noon:
 

SLATE OF AABA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
2020-2021

President  Jennie Knapp
President-Elect  Matt Sherwood
Vice-President  Liberty Lay
Sec/Treasurer  Thomas McMillian

Directors  Terms Expire 2021:
   John Headrick
   Blair Oscarsson
   Tyler Topper

   Terms Expire 2022:
   Diana Hathaway 
   Sean Taylor
   Alex Yarbrough

Additional nominations may be made by 
submission of a petition to the Secretary/Treasurer 
at least 5 days prior to the election.  Such petition 
shall be signed by 5 or more regular members of the 
AABA and shall designate the name and office of one 
or more regular members to be placed among the list 
of nominees.
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Young lawYEr of thE 
month: Kurt taYlor

Kurt Taylor is an Associate 
with Brown & Fortunato’s Litigation 
Group where he practices healthcare 
litigation and commercial litigation. 

Kurt was born and raised in a small 
town in rural Missouri. He attended 
Webster University in St. Louis where 
he earned degrees in Psychology 
and Legal Studies. Kurt graduated 
magna cum laude from Webster in 

2016 with high departmental honors and then moved to 
Atlanta, Georgia to attend Emory University School of Law. 
At Emory, Kurt was a Notes and Comments Editor for the 
Emory International Law Review, the same journal that his 
law review comment was published in. Kurt graduated from 
Emory in 2019 and joined Brown & Fortunato shortly after. 

Kurt has a background in the arts and is a trained 
pianist. He enjoys performing as well as traveling and 
spending time with friends. 

Kurt Taylor

Our exceptional  
service is just that— 
the exception.
Exceptional service is our priority, 
and no one provides better service 
than TLIE.

#ExceptionalExperience

Amanda Azua,  
TLIE Lead  
Underwriting Specialist

FIND OUT MORE:
TLIE.ORG or (512) 480-9074

Free CLE through Dec 31, 2020.  
cle.tlie.org. Use code FreeCLE.

Buffy
Haden

Todd 
Wetsel

Bryan 
Limmer

Alisa 
Scott

Hunter 
Vagrosky

Kevin
 Rider

Terri
 Wright

Terry
 Wright

Joby
Mills

Scott 
Richardson

HappyTrust.com

Exclusive Amarillo Area Bar Association 
offer of 15% off new Westlaw subscriptions 
or upgrades to current subscriptions*, 
including our latest AI enhanced platform, 
Westlaw Edge. Please contact your local 
west Texas Account Executive, Van Strength, 
for more information: Van.Strength@TR.com  
or 325-933-9081. 

*Restrictions apply, so contact Van for details.



7th Court of
appEals updatE

By Chief Justice Brian Quinn
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What a ride since the last installment.  I was working 
on an anecdote given me from James Doores when told 
that AMA-Law would no longer be published for a while.  
You know the reason . . . something called coronavirus 
(regular or novel), China virus, and even Covid-19.  Different 
names but the same little bugger with a medical, economic, 
educational, political, societal, and legal punch putting to 
shame one from Mr. Tyson.   We all felt it and continue 
to feel it.  “Where have you gone, Joe Dimaggio?  Our 
nation turns its lonely eyes to you.”  Simon and Garfunkel’s 
lyrics capture a sense of loss I hope to replace with new 
experiences.

And, to new experiences . . . well, how about two 
primary elections for the same seat on your Seventh Court 
of Appeals?  Not a primary and runoff, but two primaries.  
To both Larry Doss and Steven Denny, I tip my hat for 
surviving that and working to put it all behind us.  Now I 
know what a three-legged dog feels like as it tries to chase 
a squirrel.  Thankfully, the Court runs on four legs again. 

“Just when [we] thought it was safe to go back in the 
water,” (thanks, Mr. Benchley), we are attacked.  Not by a 
great white shark baring rows of razor teeth, but another 
virus, of the electronic variety.  On May 8th, all 14 courts 
of appeals in Texas, the Court of Criminal Appeals, the 
Supreme Court, the Office of Court Administration (OCA), 
and various state agencies connected with the OCA fell 
victim to ransomware.  Appellate records, briefs, opinions, 
drafts, orders, templates, letters, and years of legal research 
disappeared.  It was time to rebuild the proverbial wheel.  
We have most of it complete, except a spoke or two.  
The best line I heard describing our situation came from 
an attorney who will go un-named.  Having experienced 
a delay in receiving an opinion sent by mail (yep, the old 
post office), he told Rhonda (our chief deputy court clerk): 
“We aren’t in the stone ages.”  Oh, yes, we were, relatively 
speaking.  I think Vivian, our court clerk, even saw Fred and 
Barney on the street shaking their heads at us.  Technology 
has its plusses and minuses.      

But good things happened, too.  We learned to survive 
again, a human characteristic too often ignored and left 
to wither.  The meaning of “team” came back to us.  We 
learned that there’s more to life than tech and televisions.  
I bet you too felt the vigor of once again going on evening 
walks and seeing others who you did not know lived next 
to you.  The corona memes and jokes multiplied faster than 
mosquitoes in an East Texas swamp. To Justice Parker and 
Bobby Ramirez, I say thanks for memorializing the best on 
a video montage.  We may have to charge to see it given 
looming State budget cuts.  So, we laughed at them and 

our ham-handed efforts to regain footing (or as we fell over 
as one judge did while we tried to perfect our Zoom abilities 
– there may be a clip of that floating around somewhere, 
too, thanks to Justice Doss).  

And, we began new things . . . like our court Twitter 
feed.  You can see how to follow it by going to our webpage 
or plugging into https://twitter.com/7thCourtTexas.  Mr. 
Ramirez administers it.  Tune in and keep up with what your 
Seventh Court of Appeals does.

“Just remember in the winter, far beneath the bitter 
snows, lies the seed, that with the sun’s love in the Spring 
becomes the rose.”  Fall may be knocking, and it’s been a 
wild year.  But, I feel the Spring and hear Miss Bette singing 
out the words of Amanda McBroom’s “The Rose.”  The rose 
comes, as will synopses of our opinions and an anecdote 
from Mr. Doores.

      

aaYla updatE
By Richard Biggs

Looks like I picked the wrong year to quit sniffing 
glue.  The Amarillo Area Young Lawyer’s Association is 
back from summer break and celebrated the occasion 
by committing what the appellate lawyers call “clear 
error” by installing me to represent the organization. 

Previous presidents have used this space to 
advertise upcoming events and programs run by the 
Young Lawyers, but this year, I’ve got nothing. For 
example: our year typically starts by offering lawyers 
who are new to the area a tour of the local courthouses, 
including meetings with the judges (either in courtrooms 
or in chambers). Understandably, our plan to tour a crowd 
of folks who are new-to-town hasn’t received its usual 
enthusiastic response. Our Swearing-In Ceremony also 
may have to be rethought; the bar exam is supposed to 
be offered in September and October, and we’ll just wait 

and see what happens.
Instead of wallowing in self-pity for the happy 

hours that we can’t have, I’m going to use the remaining 
space to focus on the positive developments for the 
AAYLA and its members. As an organization, AAYLA 
has been looking into seminars and other programs 
that can be given over videoconference, as we’re 
all becoming rapidly becoming proficient in Zoom 
audio-video production. More on that soon.

We’ve had some notable personal achievements 
as well. AAYLA’s matchmaking service has been 
particularly successful, with this year’s AAYLA vice 
president, Brittany Hinton (née Taylor) recently 
marrying Joe Hinton, also an AAYLA member. In 
more professional news, AAYLA’s Secretary, Alysia 
Córdova, snuck in a jury trial victory on the very last 
day before Texas courts were ordered closed, and 
is thus the reigning champion among Amarillo-area 
civil litigators until they reopen. 

A German theologian once remarked that “even 
if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, 
I would still plant my apple tree.” I hope everyone 
can take this to heart; there could hardly be a more 
fitting time to plant the seeds for a better tomorrow. 

Those documents can 
only stack so high..
Let us lend a hand!
• Document Copying & Printing
• Scan To Disc
• Bates Numbering
• Courtroom Display Posters
• Photo Printing
• Blow Backs
• Same Day Turnarounds
• Competitive Rates
• Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)

Only litigation copying center in the
Texas Panhandle with over 23 years experience

• Black & white copies as low as $0.12 each
• Color copies as low as $0.49 each
• Scanning as low as $0.16 each
• 2x3 Trial Exhibit Boards as low as $40.00 each

416 SW 8th Street  •  Amarillo, TX 79101  •  806.342.0606 ext. 24

DIGITAL

Our team is committed to helping our clients stand out and be seen. We 
use our skills to deliver the results -- when you succeed, we succeed! 

Our services include:

• Websites

• Social media

• Content & SEO

• Graphic Design

• Analytics

• Video Production

• Google Ads

• Ecommerce & POS

Our Goal Is To Enhance Your Business Success

ucidigital.com

(806) 372-7722

1000 S. Adams St.
Amarillo, TX 79101

SCHEDULE NOWFREE
MARKETING
ANALYSIS

sEarCh for will
On July 31, 2020, Jean Compton Reeves of 

Amarillo, Randall County, died.  Her only surviving 
child is Robert Smith of Colorado Springs, Colorado.  
Robert has reason to believe that she was seeking to 
revise her will and is believed to have consulted with 
an Amarillo attorney.  Robert is in possession of the 
1998 Will executed in Kansas in connection with a 
trust.  She was predeceased by her son, Richard L. 
Smith in 2006.  Richard was an associate of Burdett, 
Morgan, Williamson & Boykin, LLP.  If any member 
was working with her to update her Will, please call 
Art Lara’s office at 806-358-8773.  Thank you for any 
assistance.  

   Art B. Lara, Jr.
   Attorney at Law



July 15, 2020

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Baillie Hearne
bhearne@txbf.org

AMARILLO ATTORNEY
ANDREW R. EVANS SELECTED
AS A 2020-2021 NOMINATING CHAIR 
BY TEXAS BAR FOUNDATION

Mr. Andrew R. Evans with Sprouse Shrader Smith PLLC has been selected to serve as a 2020-2021 
Texas Bar Foundation Nominating Chair for District 13.  Nominating Chairs for each of the 17 State Bar of 
Texas districts identify elite nominees to join the Foundation as Fellows.  Nominating Chairs of the Foundation 
are selected for their outstanding professional achievements and their demonstrated commitment to the 
Texas Bar Foundation.  Selection is a mark of distinction and recognition of Mr. Evans’ contributions to the 
legal profession.  

Mr. Evans has over 20 years of legal experience.  He regularly represents clients in estate, trust, and 
fiduciary litigation matters, including will contests, estate and trust administration issues, and officer and 
director liability. Mr. Evans also has extensive experience in business and commercial litigation, representing 
individuals and companies in matters involving breach of contract, tortious interference, loss of business 
opportunities, fraud, and purchase and sale of assets. He also has tried many cases involving personal 
injury, wrongful death, transportation, and real estate disputes. 

Selection as a Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation is restricted to members of the State Bar of Texas.  
Each year the top one-third of one percent of Texas attorneys are invited to become Fellows.  Once nominees 
are selected, they must be elected by the Texas Bar Foundation Board of Trustees.  Membership has grown 
from an initial 255 Charter Members in 1965 to more than 10,000 Fellows throughout Texas today.  If you 
are a Fellow and have a recommendation for a new member, please contact your District Nominating Chair.

Founded by attorneys determined to assist the public and improve the profession of law, the Texas Bar 
Foundation has maintained its mission of using the financial contributions of its membership to enhance 
the rule of law and the system of justice in Texas.  To date, the Texas Bar Foundation has distributed more 
than $21 million throughout Texas to assist nonprofit organizations with a wide range of justice-related 
programs and services.  More than $1 million is projected to be distributed for grants this fiscal year. For 
more information, please visit www.txbf.org.
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The State Bar of Texas offers many valuable 
services and benefits to its members.  Below are 
a few of the member benefits available to you, but 
you can find a full list of the member benefits at 
texasbar.com/benefits.  The State Bar continues to 
find opportunities to offer discounts and services 
to each of us as members.  

Coronavirus Response Efforts—The State 
Bar of Texas is working to help ensure the 
administration of the legal system continues and 
that Texas lawyers have the tools and guidance 
they need to carry on their practices throughout the 
coronavirus pandemic. The State Bar is posting the 
latest updates online at texasbar.com/coronavirus, 
including emergency orders from Supreme Court 
of Texas and guidance from the Office of Court 
Administration. The State Bar is offering 5.5 hours 
of free CLE on the TexasBarCLE website, including 
two webcasts related to the coronavirus. The MCLE 
Department has instated automatic 60- or 90-day 
extensions to attorneys who reached compliance 
deadlines in March, April, May, June, and July. The 
department is continuing to evaluate extensions for 
future months as the pandemic continues. Also, the 
Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program professionals 
have created a webpage full of resources to assist 
the attorneys, law students, and families who may 
be isolated and struggling with a mental health 
issue or needing recovery support. You can review 
the resources at texasbar.com/tlaphelps/remote-
well-being. Find more information and resources at 
texasbar.com/coronavirus.

Texas Bar Journal — The Texas Bar Journal 
is the voice and the official publication of the State 
Bar of Texas.  Every month, except for a combined 

WHAT DOES THE STATE BAR DO FOR ME?
By James Wester, State Bar of Texas District 13 Director

July/August issue, the Texas Bar Journal publishes 
legal articles relevant to practicing attorneys, 
features on people and topics of interest, State 
Bar information, technology trends, and much 
more.  With a circulation of more than 100,000 and 
content distributed digitally and via social media, 
the Texas Bar Journal reaches every attorney in 
Texas and provides them with the tools they need 
to be successful, from the complete archive of the 
magazine dating back to 1938 to up-to-date events, 
court orders, ethics opinions, and breaking news.

Ruby® Receptionists—Ruby® Receptionists 
is the perfect solution for solo and small law firms.  
Ruby is a virtual receptionist service dedicated to 
creating real, meaningful connections with your 
English- and Spanish-speaking callers and building 
trust with each interaction.  As a member of the State 
Bar of Texas, you’ll receive 8% off your monthly plan!  
To learn more, visit www.callruby.com/texasbar or 
call 844-481-2889. 

LawPay—Recommended by 48 state and 
more than 70 local and specialty bars, LawPay is 
proud to be the preferred payment partner of more 
than 50,000 lawyers. Designed specifically for the 
legal industry, LawPay provides attorneys with 
a simple, secure way to accept online credit card 
payments in their practice. LawPay understands 
the unique compliance and financial requirements 
placed on attorneys, which is why their solution was 
developed specifically to correctly separate earned 
and unearned fees, giving you peace of mind that 
your credit card transactions are handled correctly.

Travel and Hotel Discounts—I am adding this 
information on travel and hotel discounts as we all 
look forward to these discounts becoming relevant 
again in the near future.  Below are some examples, 
but please check out texasbar.com/benefits.  You 
as a member can receive a 10% discount on travel 
through Vonlane, a luxury charter bus service with 
stops in Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, San 
Antonio, and Oklahoma City (although not in the 
Texas Panhandle).  Hotel discounts available to 
members may exceed 50%, and average 10-20% 
savings below market on hotels around the world.  
Discounts are also available on car rentals, including 
Alamo, Avis, Budget, Enterprise, Hertz, and National.  
In addition to travel and hotel discounts, other 
savings are available for UPS, Office Depot, Office 
Max, Geico, Schlitterbahn, Brooks Brothers, cyber 
and data breach prevention and insurance, etc.

 If I can be of assistance, please feel free to 
contact me at James.Wester@uwlaw.com or 806-
379-0354.  

James Wester

S H A N N O N  D A C U S  
C H A I R ,  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S  
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July 15, 2020  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Contact:  Baillie Hearne 
bhearne@txbf.org 
 
 

AMARILLO ATTORNEY ANDREW R. EVANS SELECTED AS A  
2020-2021 NOMINATING CHAIR BY TEXAS BAR FOUNDATION 

 
Mr. Andrew R. Evans with Sprouse Shrader Smith PLLC has been selected to serve as a 

2020-2021 Texas Bar Foundation Nominating Chair for District 13.  Nominating Chairs for each of the 

17 State Bar of Texas districts identify elite nominees to join the Foundation as Fellows.  Nominating 

Chairs of the Foundation are selected for their outstanding professional achievements and their 

demonstrated commitment to the Texas Bar Foundation.  Selection is a mark of distinction and 

recognition of Mr. Evans’ contributions to the legal profession.   

Mr. Evans has over 20 years of legal experience.  He regularly represents clients in estate, 

trust, and fiduciary litigation matters, including will contests, estate and trust administration issues, and 

officer and director liability. Mr. Evans also has extensive experience in business and commercial 

litigation, representing individuals and companies in matters involving breach of contract, tortious 

interference, loss of business opportunities, fraud, and purchase and sale of assets. He also has tried many 

cases involving personal injury, wrongful death, transportation, and real estate disputes.  
Selection as a Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation is restricted to members of the State Bar of 

Texas.  Each year the top one-third of one percent of Texas attorneys are invited to become Fellows.  

Once nominees are selected, they must be elected by the Texas Bar Foundation Board of Trustees.  

Membership has grown from an initial 255 Charter Members in 1965 to more than 10,000 Fellows 

throughout Texas today.  If you are a Fellow and have a recommendation for a new member, please 

contact your District Nominating Chair. 

Founded by attorneys determined to assist the public and improve the profession of law, the 

Texas Bar Foundation has maintained its mission of using the financial contributions of its membership to 

enhance the rule of law and the system of justice in Texas.  To date, the Texas Bar Foundation has 

distributed more than $21 million throughout Texas to assist nonprofit organizations with a wide range of 

justice-related programs and services.  More than $1 million is projected to be distributed for grants this 

fiscal year. For more information, please visit www.txbf.org. 

#### 
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The State Bar of Texas offers many valuable 
services and benefits to its members.  Below are 
a few of the member benefits available to you, but 
you can find a full list of the member benefits at 
texasbar.com/benefits.  The State Bar continues to 
find opportunities to offer discounts and services 
to each of us as members.  

Coronavirus Response Efforts—The State 
Bar of Texas is working to help ensure the 
administration of the legal system continues and 
that Texas lawyers have the tools and guidance 
they need to carry on their practices throughout the 
coronavirus pandemic. The State Bar is posting the 
latest updates online at texasbar.com/coronavirus, 
including emergency orders from Supreme Court 
of Texas and guidance from the Office of Court 
Administration. The State Bar is offering 5.5 hours 
of free CLE on the TexasBarCLE website, including 
two webcasts related to the coronavirus. The MCLE 
Department has instated automatic 60- or 90-day 
extensions to attorneys who reached compliance 
deadlines in March, April, May, June, and July. The 
department is continuing to evaluate extensions for 
future months as the pandemic continues. Also, the 
Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program professionals 
have created a webpage full of resources to assist 
the attorneys, law students, and families who may 
be isolated and struggling with a mental health 
issue or needing recovery support. You can review 
the resources at texasbar.com/tlaphelps/remote-
well-being. Find more information and resources at 
texasbar.com/coronavirus.

Texas Bar Journal — The Texas Bar Journal 
is the voice and the official publication of the State 
Bar of Texas.  Every month, except for a combined 

WHAT DOES THE STATE BAR DO FOR ME?
By James Wester, State Bar of Texas District 13 Director

July/August issue, the Texas Bar Journal publishes 
legal articles relevant to practicing attorneys, 
features on people and topics of interest, State 
Bar information, technology trends, and much 
more.  With a circulation of more than 100,000 and 
content distributed digitally and via social media, 
the Texas Bar Journal reaches every attorney in 
Texas and provides them with the tools they need 
to be successful, from the complete archive of the 
magazine dating back to 1938 to up-to-date events, 
court orders, ethics opinions, and breaking news.

Ruby® Receptionists—Ruby® Receptionists 
is the perfect solution for solo and small law firms.  
Ruby is a virtual receptionist service dedicated to 
creating real, meaningful connections with your 
English- and Spanish-speaking callers and building 
trust with each interaction.  As a member of the State 
Bar of Texas, you’ll receive 8% off your monthly plan!  
To learn more, visit www.callruby.com/texasbar or 
call 844-481-2889. 

LawPay—Recommended by 48 state and 
more than 70 local and specialty bars, LawPay is 
proud to be the preferred payment partner of more 
than 50,000 lawyers. Designed specifically for the 
legal industry, LawPay provides attorneys with 
a simple, secure way to accept online credit card 
payments in their practice. LawPay understands 
the unique compliance and financial requirements 
placed on attorneys, which is why their solution was 
developed specifically to correctly separate earned 
and unearned fees, giving you peace of mind that 
your credit card transactions are handled correctly.

Travel and Hotel Discounts—I am adding this 
information on travel and hotel discounts as we all 
look forward to these discounts becoming relevant 
again in the near future.  Below are some examples, 
but please check out texasbar.com/benefits.  You 
as a member can receive a 10% discount on travel 
through Vonlane, a luxury charter bus service with 
stops in Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, San 
Antonio, and Oklahoma City (although not in the 
Texas Panhandle).  Hotel discounts available to 
members may exceed 50%, and average 10-20% 
savings below market on hotels around the world.  
Discounts are also available on car rentals, including 
Alamo, Avis, Budget, Enterprise, Hertz, and National.  
In addition to travel and hotel discounts, other 
savings are available for UPS, Office Depot, Office 
Max, Geico, Schlitterbahn, Brooks Brothers, cyber 
and data breach prevention and insurance, etc.

 If I can be of assistance, please feel free to 
contact me at James.Wester@uwlaw.com or 806-
379-0354.  

James Wester
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7th Court of
appEals updatE

By Chief Justice Brian Quinn
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What a ride since the last installment.  I was working 
on an anecdote given me from James Doores when told 
that AMA-Law would no longer be published for a while.  
You know the reason . . . something called coronavirus 
(regular or novel), China virus, and even Covid-19.  Different 
names but the same little bugger with a medical, economic, 
educational, political, societal, and legal punch putting to 
shame one from Mr. Tyson.   We all felt it and continue 
to feel it.  “Where have you gone, Joe Dimaggio?  Our 
nation turns its lonely eyes to you.”  Simon and Garfunkel’s 
lyrics capture a sense of loss I hope to replace with new 
experiences.

And, to new experiences . . . well, how about two 
primary elections for the same seat on your Seventh Court 
of Appeals?  Not a primary and runoff, but two primaries.  
To both Larry Doss and Steven Denny, I tip my hat for 
surviving that and working to put it all behind us.  Now I 
know what a three-legged dog feels like as it tries to chase 
a squirrel.  Thankfully, the Court runs on four legs again. 

“Just when [we] thought it was safe to go back in the 
water,” (thanks, Mr. Benchley), we are attacked.  Not by a 
great white shark baring rows of razor teeth, but another 
virus, of the electronic variety.  On May 8th, all 14 courts 
of appeals in Texas, the Court of Criminal Appeals, the 
Supreme Court, the Office of Court Administration (OCA), 
and various state agencies connected with the OCA fell 
victim to ransomware.  Appellate records, briefs, opinions, 
drafts, orders, templates, letters, and years of legal research 
disappeared.  It was time to rebuild the proverbial wheel.  
We have most of it complete, except a spoke or two.  
The best line I heard describing our situation came from 
an attorney who will go un-named.  Having experienced 
a delay in receiving an opinion sent by mail (yep, the old 
post office), he told Rhonda (our chief deputy court clerk): 
“We aren’t in the stone ages.”  Oh, yes, we were, relatively 
speaking.  I think Vivian, our court clerk, even saw Fred and 
Barney on the street shaking their heads at us.  Technology 
has its plusses and minuses.      

But good things happened, too.  We learned to survive 
again, a human characteristic too often ignored and left 
to wither.  The meaning of “team” came back to us.  We 
learned that there’s more to life than tech and televisions.  
I bet you too felt the vigor of once again going on evening 
walks and seeing others who you did not know lived next 
to you.  The corona memes and jokes multiplied faster than 
mosquitoes in an East Texas swamp. To Justice Parker and 
Bobby Ramirez, I say thanks for memorializing the best on 
a video montage.  We may have to charge to see it given 
looming State budget cuts.  So, we laughed at them and 

our ham-handed efforts to regain footing (or as we fell over 
as one judge did while we tried to perfect our Zoom abilities 
– there may be a clip of that floating around somewhere, 
too, thanks to Justice Doss).  

And, we began new things . . . like our court Twitter 
feed.  You can see how to follow it by going to our webpage 
or plugging into https://twitter.com/7thCourtTexas.  Mr. 
Ramirez administers it.  Tune in and keep up with what your 
Seventh Court of Appeals does.

“Just remember in the winter, far beneath the bitter 
snows, lies the seed, that with the sun’s love in the Spring 
becomes the rose.”  Fall may be knocking, and it’s been a 
wild year.  But, I feel the Spring and hear Miss Bette singing 
out the words of Amanda McBroom’s “The Rose.”  The rose 
comes, as will synopses of our opinions and an anecdote 
from Mr. Doores.

      

aaYla updatE
By Richard Biggs

Looks like I picked the wrong year to quit sniffing 
glue.  The Amarillo Area Young Lawyer’s Association is 
back from summer break and celebrated the occasion 
by committing what the appellate lawyers call “clear 
error” by installing me to represent the organization. 

Previous presidents have used this space to 
advertise upcoming events and programs run by the 
Young Lawyers, but this year, I’ve got nothing. For 
example: our year typically starts by offering lawyers 
who are new to the area a tour of the local courthouses, 
including meetings with the judges (either in courtrooms 
or in chambers). Understandably, our plan to tour a crowd 
of folks who are new-to-town hasn’t received its usual 
enthusiastic response. Our Swearing-In Ceremony also 
may have to be rethought; the bar exam is supposed to 
be offered in September and October, and we’ll just wait 

and see what happens.
Instead of wallowing in self-pity for the happy 

hours that we can’t have, I’m going to use the remaining 
space to focus on the positive developments for the 
AAYLA and its members. As an organization, AAYLA 
has been looking into seminars and other programs 
that can be given over videoconference, as we’re 
all becoming rapidly becoming proficient in Zoom 
audio-video production. More on that soon.

We’ve had some notable personal achievements 
as well. AAYLA’s matchmaking service has been 
particularly successful, with this year’s AAYLA vice 
president, Brittany Hinton (née Taylor) recently 
marrying Joe Hinton, also an AAYLA member. In 
more professional news, AAYLA’s Secretary, Alysia 
Córdova, snuck in a jury trial victory on the very last 
day before Texas courts were ordered closed, and 
is thus the reigning champion among Amarillo-area 
civil litigators until they reopen. 

A German theologian once remarked that “even 
if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, 
I would still plant my apple tree.” I hope everyone 
can take this to heart; there could hardly be a more 
fitting time to plant the seeds for a better tomorrow. 

Those documents can 
only stack so high..
Let us lend a hand!
• Document Copying & Printing
• Scan To Disc
• Bates Numbering
• Courtroom Display Posters
• Photo Printing
• Blow Backs
• Same Day Turnarounds
• Competitive Rates
• Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)

Only litigation copying center in the
Texas Panhandle with over 23 years experience

• Black & white copies as low as $0.12 each
• Color copies as low as $0.49 each
• Scanning as low as $0.16 each
• 2x3 Trial Exhibit Boards as low as $40.00 each

416 SW 8th Street  •  Amarillo, TX 79101  •  806.342.0606 ext. 24

DIGITAL

Our team is committed to helping our clients stand out and be seen. We 
use our skills to deliver the results -- when you succeed, we succeed! 

Our services include:

• Websites

• Social media

• Content & SEO

• Graphic Design

• Analytics

• Video Production

• Google Ads

• Ecommerce & POS

Our Goal Is To Enhance Your Business Success

ucidigital.com

(806) 372-7722

1000 S. Adams St.
Amarillo, TX 79101

SCHEDULE NOWFREE
MARKETING
ANALYSIS

sEarCh for will
On July 31, 2020, Jean Compton Reeves of 

Amarillo, Randall County, died.  Her only surviving 
child is Robert Smith of Colorado Springs, Colorado.  
Robert has reason to believe that she was seeking to 
revise her will and is believed to have consulted with 
an Amarillo attorney.  Robert is in possession of the 
1998 Will executed in Kansas in connection with a 
trust.  She was predeceased by her son, Richard L. 
Smith in 2006.  Richard was an associate of Burdett, 
Morgan, Williamson & Boykin, LLP.  If any member 
was working with her to update her Will, please call 
Art Lara’s office at 806-358-8773.  Thank you for any 
assistance.  

   Art B. Lara, Jr.
   Attorney at Law
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Young lawYEr of thE 
month: Kurt taYlor

Kurt Taylor is an Associate 
with Brown & Fortunato’s Litigation 
Group where he practices healthcare 
litigation and commercial litigation. 

Kurt was born and raised in a small 
town in rural Missouri. He attended 
Webster University in St. Louis where 
he earned degrees in Psychology 
and Legal Studies. Kurt graduated 
magna cum laude from Webster in 

2016 with high departmental honors and then moved to 
Atlanta, Georgia to attend Emory University School of Law. 
At Emory, Kurt was a Notes and Comments Editor for the 
Emory International Law Review, the same journal that his 
law review comment was published in. Kurt graduated from 
Emory in 2019 and joined Brown & Fortunato shortly after. 

Kurt has a background in the arts and is a trained 
pianist. He enjoys performing as well as traveling and 
spending time with friends. 

Kurt Taylor

Our exceptional  
service is just that— 
the exception.
Exceptional service is our priority, 
and no one provides better service 
than TLIE.

#ExceptionalExperience

Amanda Azua,  
TLIE Lead  
Underwriting Specialist

FIND OUT MORE:
TLIE.ORG or (512) 480-9074

Free CLE through Dec 31, 2020.  
cle.tlie.org. Use code FreeCLE.

Buffy
Haden

Todd 
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Bryan 
Limmer

Alisa 
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Hunter 
Vagrosky

Kevin
 Rider
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Terry
 Wright

Joby
Mills

Scott 
Richardson

HappyTrust.com

Exclusive Amarillo Area Bar Association 
offer of 15% off new Westlaw subscriptions 
or upgrades to current subscriptions*, 
including our latest AI enhanced platform, 
Westlaw Edge. Please contact your local 
west Texas Account Executive, Van Strength, 
for more information: Van.Strength@TR.com  
or 325-933-9081. 

*Restrictions apply, so contact Van for details.
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• 3 to 6 year Litigation Associates Needed

• Excellent Pay and Benefits

• Great Opportunity for Skills Development

Contact Katy Taylor at 806-337-1129 ktaylor@mhba.com

prEsidEnt’s
pagE

By: Jennie Knapp

I don’t usually shy away from change but will readily admit that the past 
six months have been enough for me. I’m writing this note in my make-shift 
home office that has gotten incrementally nicer over the past five months. 
(My vacation fund now looks like dual-screen monitors instead of a week at 
the beach. If this lasts much longer, maybe for Christmas I’ll get a printer. 
(That’s not a hint, it’s a joke.))

We’ve all learned to adapt to the current climate, which I refuse to call 
a “new normal.” While the climate may last a while longer, it’s not normal. 
Thanks to each of you who filled out the member survey about our luncheons 
for this next bar year. I share many of your sentiments and hopes that soon 
in-person meetings will resume, even if they are not the same format we are 
used to. We plan to take each month as it comes. Please check your AMA-
LAW and e-blasts for current announcements about luncheons and (spoiler 
alert) other events. (As an aside, if you have not been getting emails from 
the AABA, please let Janet know at director@amarillobar.org.)

Meanwhile, in the “glass-half-full” column, we are putting together a 
great virtual program of free CLE that you can earn in your PJs and baseball 
cap. The first luncheon CLE will be September 10. I look forward to seeing 
all of you, even if just on one of my new monitors! Be checking your inbox 
for login instructions. 

While I haven’t checked the AABA archives, this has to be one of the 
only times the “President’s Page” was not written by the President. Our 
board has been in limbo this summer with the cancellation of the Spring 

mEmBErship
rEgistration and 

rEnEwals
If you did not receive your 

Membership Registration packet, 
you may find the registration 
materials on the AABA website, 
amarillobar.org.  Dues are $65.00 
for attorneys licensed five years or 
less and $100.00 for those licensed 
more than five years.  Contact Janet 
Byars at 806-371-7226 or director@
amarillobar.org for more information.   
Membership Registration forms 
and dues payments can be mailed 
to AABA, 112 W. 8th, Suite 615, 
Amarillo, TX  79101.  The CLE 
schedule for the year is also located 
on the website, amarillobar.org.  

1-800-204-2222

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your answer 

to cbyrom@bf-law.com and you will win a rolling briefcase provided by the 
State Bar of Texas.

Who is known as the “Father of Amarillo”?

Institute, and with it the officer 
and director election. The official 
election will take place at the 
September 10 meeting. Thank you 
to board members who had been 
scheduled to roll off for continuing 
their bar work a little longer over the 
summer and to soon-to-be-elected 
members (barring a concerted 
write-in campaign!) for stepping up 
anyway. And, of course, thank you 
to Janet Byars who helps the AABA 
run smoothly.

The AABA Nominating Committee will 
present the following slate of officers and 
directors for election at the next virtual meeting 
on September 10, 2020, at noon:
 

SLATE OF AABA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
2020-2021

President  Jennie Knapp
President-Elect  Matt Sherwood
Vice-President  Liberty Lay
Sec/Treasurer  Thomas McMillian

Directors  Terms Expire 2021:
   John Headrick
   Blair Oscarsson
   Tyler Topper

   Terms Expire 2022:
   Diana Hathaway 
   Sean Taylor
   Alex Yarbrough

Additional nominations may be made by 
submission of a petition to the Secretary/Treasurer 
at least 5 days prior to the election.  Such petition 
shall be signed by 5 or more regular members of the 
AABA and shall designate the name and office of one 
or more regular members to be placed among the list 
of nominees.
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YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
Page 4

“

YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Judge Clinton E. Averitte, President
Brian P. Heinrich, President-Elect
Tim D. Newsom, Vice President
Pamela Trimble Gleason, Secretary-Treasurer
Terry Ann White, Immediate Past President

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Terms Expire 2013 Terms Expire 2014
Mark Logsdon Adrian Castillo
Liberty Lay Andrea Slater Gulley
Brad Howard Johnny K. Merritt

Jeremi K. Young, AAYLA President
Jo Ann Holt, Executive Director
Elizabeth Jepson, Editor of AMA-LAW

50 YEARLAWYERS

“ Back Row:Jon Oden, Ben Sturgeon, Walter Wolfram, Don Patterson, Don Jackson, Richard Brainerd
Middle Row: Robert Sanders, Jerry Johnson, Alan Adkins, James Dorres, George Jennings, Jr., Don
Dean, Tom Morris, Dee Miller, Oth Miller
Front Row: Judge Nobles, Justice Boyd, Speaker Broadus Spivey, Bob Templeton, Bob Smith

1234

567891011

12131415161718

19202122232425

262728293031

Spring
Institute

SPRINGINSTITUTESPEAKERS

Dick DeGuerinAndy PayneMary Alice McLarty

Volume 28
May 2014
No. 9amarillobar.org

A Publication of the Amarillo Area Bar Association

Brian P. Heinrich, President
Tim D. Newsom, President-Elect
Dusty Stockard, Vice President
Matt Sherwood, Secretary-Treasurer
Justice Clinton E. Averitte, Immediate Past President
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Terms Expire 2014
Adrian Castillo
Andrea Slater Gulley
Johnny Merritt
  
Laura Hale, AAYLA President
Jo Ann Holt, Executive Director
Elizabeth Jepson, Editor of AMA-LAW

      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
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Terms Expire 2015
Joni Kleinschmidt
Tod Mayfield
Randall Sims
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Our September speaker is the 
Honorable Curt Brancheau, District 
Judge for the 84th Judicial District Court 
in Texas. Judge Brancheau has been the 
presiding judge of the 84th District Court 
since 2017. The 84th District Court is a 
court of general jurisdiction covering 
Hutchinson, Hansford, and Ochiltree 
Counties. Judge Brancheau received 
his Bachelor of Science degree from 
Vanderbilt University in 2004, where he 
was a three-year letterman on the football 
team. Judge Brancheau received his JD 
and MBA from Texas Tech University in 
2008.  Prior to taking the bench, Judge 
Brancheau spent five years as a general 
practice attorney and then matriculated 

to the 84th District Attorney’s office 
as an assistant DA.  The bulk of Judge 
Brancheau’s current caseload includes 
family and criminal cases with a 
sprinkling of just about everything else. 
Judge Brancheau is married to Jennifer 
Brancheau and they have three young 
children, Brady, Brooks, and Dylan. 

Judge Brancheau will discuss “The 
Practice of Law During COVID, a View 
from the Bench.” He will discuss the 
impacts that COVID has had on handling 
day-to-day matters in the courts, the 
impact it has had on holding evidentiary 
and non-evidentiary hearings, and the 
potential effects COVID will have moving 
forward.
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