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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.
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Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
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    While we can debate 
whether access to Westlaw 
is sufficient and whether we 
want our tax dollars to provide 
additional resources for pro 
se litigants, we now know that 
the law library fees are not 
supporting the general coffers 
of Potter County.  Having 
solved the law library fee 
mystery, I am now considering 
tackling the Kennedy 
assassination, the Bermuda 
Triangle, and Area 51.  Stay 
tuned.”                    -Page 2  

     As we celebrate this 
Christmas season and move 
forward into 2018, think about 
ways you can show love for 
others. Whether you take part 
in a State Bar or TYLA service 
opportunity, volunteer at Legal 
Aid, become a CASA volunteer, 
or help others in another way, 
the opportunities to serve 
are endless. If you’d like to 
learn more about local service 
opportunities, the AAYLA is a 
great place to start!”            
                        -Page 7
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Our December speaker will forever be 
associated with his defense of Timothy 
McVeigh in the Oklahoma City bombing 
trial. Stephen Jones represented McVeigh 
from May 8, 1995, after two other defense 
attorneys asked to be removed from the 
case, until after McVeigh’s conviction 
in June 1997. One of Jones’ goals was 
to be seen as doing a good job without 
any personal consequences. “I wanted 
my example to be a lawyer can defend a 
controversial, even hated client and still be 
a professional and still be a member of St. 
Matthews Episcopal Church and the Enid 
Rotary Club.”

The Tulsa World Editorial, dated 
August 29, 1997, echoes the beliefs of 
so many people that Jones honorably 
discharged his duties to protect McVeigh’s 
constitutional rights and to ensure his right 
to a defense in this very difficult case:

Jones was in an unenviable position. 
He was asked to represent perhaps the 

DEfEnDing thE most hatED man in amErica:
a DEfEnsE LawYEr’s chaLLEngE
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most despised defendant in modern 
American history. The public often – in fact 
usually – didn’t like what he had to say, 
but his handling of the case was generally 
dignified and professional. Many will find 
this hard to accept but, in a way, Jones 
is due our gratitude for handling the case 
professionally.

In 1964, Stephen Jones was the 
personal research assistant to Richard 
M. Nixon, and in 1967 was legal counsel 
to the Governor of Oklahoma. From 1966 
to 1969, he worked as administrative 
assistant to Congressman Paul Findley 
and as a special assistant to Senator 
Charles Percy. In 1968, he served as a 
member of the United States delegation 
to the North Atlantic Assembly.

From 1970 to 1974, Jones was general 
counsel for the A.C.L.U. in Oklahoma. He 
was the Republican nominee for Attorney 
General of Oklahoma in 1974 and for the 
Unites States Senate in 1990.

Jones was a member of the Oklaho-
ma Supreme Court Committee on Civil 
Jury Instructions, associate editor of the 
Oklahoma Bar Association Journal, and a 
member of the Oklahoma Court of Crim-
inal Appeals Rules Committee. In 1979, 
he was appointed Special United States 
Attorney to investigate allegations of 
criminal wrongdoing against the Adminis-
trative Director of the United States Court 
System, William Foley.

Jones attended the University of 
Texas, graduated from the University of 
Oklahoma Law School in 1966, and was 
admitted to the Bar that same year. He 
practices law from his office in Enid, 
Oklahoma, with an additional office in 
Oklahoma City. A substantial portion of 
his practice is devoted to commercial 
and criminal litigation. 

Stephen Jones
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Kennedy Assassination, Bermuda
Triangle, Area 51 and Law Library Fees
These events and places have raised many unanswered questions.  The U.S. 

intelligence community has, again, convinced a sitting U.S. President to prevent 
the disclosure of documents.  President Trump recently delayed the release of 
thousands of pages of documents related to the Kennedy assassination due to 
pressure from the CIA, the FBI, and other federal agencies still seeking to prevent 
disclosures from a 54-year-old investigation.  The area between Miami, San Juan, 
and Bermuda, also known as the Bermuda Triangle, has been the alleged location 
of unusual disappearances of ships and aircraft.  Some have blamed paranormal 
activity for the disappearances.  Area 51 is a highly classified U.S. Air Force facility 80 
miles northwest of Las Vegas, Nevada.  Wikipedia reports that the intense secrecy 
surrounding the base has made it the frequent subject of conspiracy theories.  
Many believe that scientists at Area 51 reverse engineered alien technology that 
was recovered from alien crash sites near Roswell, New Mexico.  Finally, whenever 
we file a civil suit in Potter County, the filing fees include a $35 law library fee.  Alas, 
Potter County has no law library.  

In order to investigate this conundrum, I donned my best Geraldo Rivera 
attitude and began my investigative reporting.  Through confidential sources who 
agreed to speak with me on the condition of anonymity, I learned that the Potter 
County Law Library was initially housed in the “old” Potter County Courthouse 
a/k/a Potter County Courthouse.  The law library then moved to the “new” Potter 
County Courthouse a/k/a Potter County Courts Building after its construction.  
Many of us will remember the law library on the second floor of the Potter County 
Courts Building, complete with state and federal materials, secondary sources, 
composite pictures of bar members, and a librarian.  In 2015, the Potter County 
Commissioners closed the law library to make way for the CPS Court.

With an understanding of the history and wanting to be a responsible journalist, 
I decided to try to get a legal opinion on the issues involved.  As many local reporters 
often do, I contacted Jeff Blackburn.  Unfortunately, he refused my invitation for an 
on-air interview.  Left to my own devices, I read Section 323.0231 of the Local 
Government Code.  It provides that a county commissioners’ court may impose 
a fee not to exceed $35 in each civil case filed in a county or district court for 
purposes of a law library.  The funds are administered under the direction of the 
Commissioners’ Court.  These funds can be used to: (1) establish a law library; (2) 
purchase or lease library materials including shelving and equipment; (3) purchase 
or lease library materials and equipment including subscriptions to obtain access 
to electronic research for use by judges in the county; or (4) establish and maintain 
a self-help center to provide resources to county residents representing themselves 
in legal matters.

With an understanding of the history and the legal background, I felt prepared 

AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
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director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
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links to both 
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to contact Kerry Hood, the Potter 
County Auditor, who is responsible 
for the accounting of the library 
fees received by the county and the 
expenses incurred by the county.  I 
started the interview with a fairly blunt 
question, as investigative reporters are 
want to do: “Where are the law library 
fees going when we no longer have 
a law library?”  She was remarkably 
pleasant, knowledgeable, and helpful.  
While there is no longer a law library, the 
county now provides two computers 
with Westlaw access at the downtown 
Public Library for the benefit of county 
residents.  In addition, a computer 
with Westlaw access is available in the 
attorneys’ lounge in the Potter County 
Courts Building.  Ms. Hood sent me 
the summary plan, and I think it would 
rival most firm’s plans.  She also said 
that Potter County had Lexis for a time 
but that subscription was dropped.  Not 
wanting to give up too soon, I continued 
to press and asked about the income 
received compared to the expenses 
incurred.  Ms. Hood indicated that for 
fiscal year ending August 2017, Potter 
County received $77,664 in law library 
fees and incurred $74,730 in expenses.  
She also shared that in the past, library 
fees did not cover expenses and those 
expenses had been paid out of the 
county’s general funds.  From 2013 to 
2015, Potter County paid approximately 
$210,000 (total) into the law library 
fund.  There is currently approximately 
$44,400 in the fund.  Ms. Hood 
also said that Potter County would 
consider suggestions for additional 
subscriptions.  

While we can debate whether 
access to Westlaw is sufficient and 
whether we want our tax dollars to 
provide additional resources for pro 
se litigants, we now know that the 
law library fees are not supporting the 
general coffers of Potter County.  Having 
solved the law library fee mystery, I am 
now considering tackling the Kennedy 
assassination, the Bermuda Triangle, 
and Area 51.  Stay tuned.

Finally, I hope you will make efforts 
to attenttd the AABA Christmas Party 
on December 14.  These parties have 
been fun and well aended.  I want to 
thank Happy State Bank for hosting the 
event again this year.    

aaYLa uPDatE
By Tyler Topper

“He puzzled and puzzled till his 
puzzler was sore. Then the Grinch 
thought of something he hadn’t before. 
Maybe Christmas, he thought... doesn’t 
come from a store. Maybe Christmas, 
perhaps... means a little bit more!” – 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas (1966)

Thanksgiving 2017 is in the rear-
view mirror. At least everything except 
the extra pound or two acquired via 
copious amounts of turkey, dressing, 
pumpkin pie, more pumpkin pie, etc.!  
As we continue the holiday season and 
turn our attention towards Christmas, 
it’s easy to become distracted with all 
of the typical things that go along with 
Christmas—parties, shopping, kids 
events, and so-on and so-on. If you’re 
like me, all of these distractions can 
become so overwhelming that they can 
turn you into a real life Grinch. I’d like 
to take just a moment to encourage 
us all to set aside our distractions and 
inner-grinchiness and reflect on the 
true meaning of Christmas. The true 
meaning of Christmas can be described 
a number of ways, but, in broad terms, 
the message and meaning of Christmas 
is love. 

We’re so privileged to work in a 
profession where we have opportunities 
to show love for people and make a 
difference in their lives. As we celebrate 
this Christmas season and move 
forward into 2018, think about ways 
you can show love for others. Whether 
you take part in a State Bar or TYLA 
service opportunity, volunteer at Legal 
Aid, become a CASA volunteer, or help 
others in another way, the opportunities 

to serve are endless. If you’d like to learn 
more about local service opportunities, 
the AAYLA is a great place to start!

As for AAYLA news, a number of new 
attorneys were recently sworn-in at the 
AAYLA’s annual Swearing-In Ceremony 
on November 8th. Congratulations again 
to all of our new lawyers, and welcome 
to the Amarillo legal community. Justice 
Judy Parker was also recognized at 
the reception following the ceremony, 
and we welcome Justice Parker to the 
Amarillo legal community as well.  

Finally, our CLE committee has 
selected The Venetian as the location 
for our Vegas CLE on February 23rd and 
24th. The Venetian is an outstanding 
venue, and you won’t want to miss this 
fun (and educational) event! Be on the 
lookout for registration information, and 
feel free to contact Thomas McMillian at 
tlmcmillian@gmail.com if you have any 
questions about the event.   

If you have any questions or want 
to learn more about AAYLA, please 
contact me anytime at ttopper@bmwb-
law.com or 806.358.8116.  

AABA CLE SCHEDULE  2017-2018     
   AABA Non-AABA  
   Members Members

Dec 7-8 Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy Law $340 $390
  13.5 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
  Sprouse Shrader Smith
Feb 1 Advanced Guardianship $225 $250
  6.25 CLE HRS 1.25 ETHICS 
  Happy State Bank, Basement Training Room 
Feb 2 Advanced Elder Law $225 $250
  7.0 CLE HRS 1.25 ETHICS
  Happy State Bank, Basement Training Room
Feb 23 Building Blocks of Wills, Estates & Probate $225 $250
  6.75 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
  Basement Training Room, Eagle Center
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Chelsie A. Kidd was born in Dallas, Texas, raised 
in Kingwood, Texas and made the smart decision to 
move to Amarillo, Texas to begin her legal career at 
Brown & Fortunato, P.C.  Prior to making the move to 
Amarillo she earned her undergraduate degree from 
Florida International University with a major in Political 
Science and minors in International Relations and 
Criminal Justice. At FIU, Chelsie was a member of 
the Swimming and Diving Team and served as Team 
Captain her senior year. She also served as Secretary 
to the Student Athlete Leadership Council. 

Chelsie attended law 
school at Texas Tech University 
School of Law on a Regent’s Scholarship for academic 
achievement. While in law school, Chelsie was a Staff 
Member and served as Executive Managing Editor of the 
Estate Planning and Community Property Law Journal. 
She was a member of several organizations including, 
Phi Delta Phi International Legal Honor Society, the 
Organization of Women Law Students, and the Energy 
Law Interest Group. Chelsie also participated in the 
Advanced Dispute Resolution Clinic and is a certified 
mediator. She graduated magna cum laude in May, 
2016. 

Chelsie is a member of the transaction and oil & gas 
groups at Brown & Fortunato, P.C. Chelsie’s practice 
focuses on the purchase and sale of companies. She 
is a deal closer. She is also a member of the State Bar 
of Texas and the Amarillo Bar Association, Chelsie was 
elected as a Director of the Amarillo Young Lawyers 
Association in 2017.

Chelsie enjoys spending time with her two golden 
retrievers, family, and friends. She also enjoys traveling, 
swimming, and reading.

Young LawYEr of thE month:
chELsiE a. KiDD 

Chelsie A. Kidd

America’s Newest and Best 
Economy Extended Stay HotelsTM

AMARILLO, TX
(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124
amarillo@legacymgmt.org

LUBBOCK, TX
(806) 701-4196

6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org

myplacehotels.com  •  855-200-5685  •  Each franchise is independently owned and operated.
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Those documents can 
only stack so high..
Let us lend a hand!
•  Document Copying & Printing
•  Scan To Disc
•  Bates Numbering
•  Courtroom Display Posters
•  Photo Printing
•  Blow Backs
•  Same Day Turnarounds
•  Competitive Rates
•  Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)

Only litigation copying center in the
Texas Panhandle with over 23 years experience

•  Black & white copies as low as $0.12 each
•  Color copies as low as $0.49 each
•  Scanning as low as $0.16 each
•  2x3 Trial Exhibit Boards as low as $40.00 each

416 SW 8th Street  •  Amarillo, TX 79101  •  806.342.0606 ext. 24

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question 
below and send your answer to abell@bf-law.com 
and you will win a rolling briefcase provided by the 
State Bar of Texas.

Question: Which Jus-
tice on the Seventh Court 
of Appeals did not receive 
his legal education at the 
Texas Tech University Law 
School?

 

1-800-204-2222



7th court of
aPPEaLs uPDatE

By Chief Justice Brian Quinn
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Let’s start with Justice Courts, evictions, 
jurisdiction, and appealing from the J.P.’s decision.  We 
know that effort to evict a tenant starts in the justice 
court.  They have jurisdiction to adjudicate who has the 
right to possess realty.  Who actually owns the land, 
however, falls outside that jurisdiction.  Furthermore, 
once the eviction starts, it becomes moot if the tenant 
leaves before it ends.  In Martinez v. Matthews, No. 
07-16-00033-CV, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 10225 (Tex. 
App.—Amarillo Oct. 31, 2017) (mem. op.), Matthews 
initiated a forcible entry and detainer action (“eviction” 
is easier for me to remember) against Martinez, after 
Martinez apparently claimed she owned but did not 
possess the place.  Because she did not possess the 
realty, the justice court dismissed the action.  Matthews 
appealed to the local county court at law and received 
a de novo trial.  Even though no evidence illustrated 
that Martinez possessed the property, the county 
court at law eventually entered a judgment awarding 
Matthews possession of it and attorney’s fees.  We 
said - - nope, can’t do that, you can’t adjudicate title in 
an eviction.  Since title was the actual issue in play and 
the J.P. court couldn’t adjudicate it, neither could the 
county court at law.  Nor was the eviction proceeding 
ripe since Martinez did not possess the land.  So, we 
had to dismiss the judgment entered by the county 
court at law for lack of jurisdiction.  And if you don’t 
think the potential is there for this scenario to happen 
again, just go down to your local J.P. court and see all 
the eviction cases they handle weekly. 

Now, I cannot deny that we are seeing more and 
more appeals from the entry of summary judgments.  
Hey, when they are justified, they are justified; no 
complaints from me.  But, sometimes they are not 
justified, such as when they are based on factual 
conclusions.  As explained in Manning v. Branum, No. 
07-16-00056-CV, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 8818 (Tex. 

young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855
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Amarillo's history.
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None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 
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10th and Harrison
Ideally suited for solo practitioner

or small firm.
Optional phone, receptionist, internet, 

and conference facilities available.
Abundant parking.

Call Jeremi Young
at 806-331-1800

Downtown Office 
Space For Lease

Office share available at 
ANB Plaza Two.

Large office, adjacent secretarial 
office, storage area, two conference 

rooms, large client reception area and 
other amenities available to share.

Suite 510, ANB Plaza II 
with Richard Hanna, Tom Boyd

and Mike Lynch.

Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 
with questions or for appointment to

see (civil practice please)

Kirk Crutcher
Attorney-Mediator

P.O. Box 50787 
Amarillo, TX 79159
806.584.4468
Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 

Cristal Robinson, MBA 
www.CristalRobinson.com 

 

 

 

1800 S. Washington, Suite 105 
Amarillo, Texas 79102 

 

806-373-5694 

Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

App.—Amarillo Sept. 18, 2017) (mem. op.), a factual 
conclusion is a statement that fails to provide the 
underlying facts to support it.  Lacking that supporting 
evidence, they constitute no evidence, and cannot 
support or defeat a summary judgment.  The trick 
comes in trying to figure out when the statement is 
too conclusory; if nothing else, err on providing more 
than less factual support.  Otherwise, you may just be 
wasting your time.             

You guys have a great Christmas, and try to carry 
its spirit and meaning through the upcoming year.  

For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson 
806.342.4700  •  301 South Polk Street

D ow n tow n  A m a r i l lo ’ s  O r i g i n a l  H i g h - R i s e 
FOR  OVER  90  YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  

images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library

Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas recently had the 
great honor of presenting The Honorable Lee Ann 
Reno at this year’s Volunteer Appreciation Party and 
Award Ceremony on October 26. During her keynote 
address to attendees, Judge Reno remarked that it is 
rare for public recognition to be the motivating factor 
for attorneys who engage in pro bono legal service, 
noting that most volunteers do what is needed to 
serve their community. Quoting Martin Luther King 
Jr., Judge Reno posed the ultimate question for 
our communities: “Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is: ‘What are you doing for others?’” 

It is with this in mind that Legal Aid of 
NorthWest Texas enjoys the role of highlighting the 
accomplishments of those volunteers who provide 
pro bono services through our Equal Justice Volunteer 
Program (EJVP). Legal Aid’s EJVP recruits volunteer 
attorneys who provide a range of pro bono service 
including volunteering for pro bono clinics (where pro 
bono attorneys meet with pre-screened Legal Aid 
applicants) and accepting cases for representatoin on 
a pro bono basis. 

This year, Legal Aid celebrated the contributions 
of all our volunteers and singled out several who 
distinguished themselves through their extraordinary 
commitment of time, knowledge, and dedication. The 
2017 Attorney of the Year award went to Attorney 
Robin Malone, the Program Coordinator of Amarillo 
College’s Legal Studies Department. Ms. Malone 
assists Legal Aid with pro bono cases, coordinates 
clinics for pro se divorces, organizes at least one CLE 
presentation per year for pro bono attorneys, and 
serves on Legal Aid’s Board of Directors. This year, 
Ms. Malone single-handedly assisted more than 50 
pro se divorce clients of Legal Aid’s Pro Se Divorce 
Clinic. 

Amarillo Attorney William Taylor was recognized 
for accepting the most pro bono cases during a 
12-month period. Attorneys Etinosa Edenaru, Brown 
& Fortunato, and Alex Yarbrough, Riney & Mayfield, 
were recognized for donating the most volunteer 
hours at pro bono clinics, having served at all 10 
clinics offered in 2017. Recognition also was extended 
to Paralegal April Mock for outstanding service to the 
legal community.

Special thanks to our sponsors as well as to 
everyone who donated items for our silent auction: 
Cindy Barela Graham; Neon Moon; Safe Place Inc. 
and Heather Weidner, Safe Place’s Executive Director; 
Amarillo Dental Spa—Ron Whittington, DDS; Amarillo 
Area Women’s Bar Association; Amarillo Area Young 
Lawyers Association; Amarillo Venom; OHMS Cafe; 
Happy State Bank; Budweiser Distributing Company; 
Wells Fargo Bank; Ropin Round; Moore County 

Memorial Hospital; Lonestar Ballet Dance Academy; 
Becky Brock; Panhandle Independent Living Center; 
and Rick’s Radiator and Auto Repair. Their generosity 
helped Legal Aid raise $1,000, which will be used to 
expand access to justice for low-income residents in 
our community. 

More than 400 attorneys practice law within Legal 
Aid of NorthWest Texas’ Amarillo office program area, 
some of whom perform pro bono work informally 
without affiliation with any legal services program. 
Of these 400, 72 volunteer attorneys participate in 
our EJVP, either working at clinics or taking pro bono 
cases. 

Since January 2017, local volunteers have logged 
more than 135 hours of pro bono time to the benefit 
of Legal Aid clients. Our 2018 goal is to double that 
number of pro bono hours. Please help us meet that 
goal by contacting me at 806-373-6808, ext. 6502, or 
EJVP Coordinator Luisa Vigil at 806-373-6808, ext. 
6503. 

True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it 
is the presence of justice. 

—Martin Luther King Jr.

News from Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas
By Kay L. Pechin 

(pechink@lanwt.org)
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Let’s start with Justice Courts, evictions, 
jurisdiction, and appealing from the J.P.’s decision.  We 
know that effort to evict a tenant starts in the justice 
court.  They have jurisdiction to adjudicate who has the 
right to possess realty.  Who actually owns the land, 
however, falls outside that jurisdiction.  Furthermore, 
once the eviction starts, it becomes moot if the tenant 
leaves before it ends.  In Martinez v. Matthews, No. 
07-16-00033-CV, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 10225 (Tex. 
App.—Amarillo Oct. 31, 2017) (mem. op.), Matthews 
initiated a forcible entry and detainer action (“eviction” 
is easier for me to remember) against Martinez, after 
Martinez apparently claimed she owned but did not 
possess the place.  Because she did not possess the 
realty, the justice court dismissed the action.  Matthews 
appealed to the local county court at law and received 
a de novo trial.  Even though no evidence illustrated 
that Martinez possessed the property, the county 
court at law eventually entered a judgment awarding 
Matthews possession of it and attorney’s fees.  We 
said - - nope, can’t do that, you can’t adjudicate title in 
an eviction.  Since title was the actual issue in play and 
the J.P. court couldn’t adjudicate it, neither could the 
county court at law.  Nor was the eviction proceeding 
ripe since Martinez did not possess the land.  So, we 
had to dismiss the judgment entered by the county 
court at law for lack of jurisdiction.  And if you don’t 
think the potential is there for this scenario to happen 
again, just go down to your local J.P. court and see all 
the eviction cases they handle weekly. 

Now, I cannot deny that we are seeing more and 
more appeals from the entry of summary judgments.  
Hey, when they are justified, they are justified; no 
complaints from me.  But, sometimes they are not 
justified, such as when they are based on factual 
conclusions.  As explained in Manning v. Branum, No. 
07-16-00056-CV, 2017 Tex. App. LEXIS 8818 (Tex. 

young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855
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The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 
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“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
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Cristal Robinson, MBA 
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The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800
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Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

App.—Amarillo Sept. 18, 2017) (mem. op.), a factual 
conclusion is a statement that fails to provide the 
underlying facts to support it.  Lacking that supporting 
evidence, they constitute no evidence, and cannot 
support or defeat a summary judgment.  The trick 
comes in trying to figure out when the statement is 
too conclusory; if nothing else, err on providing more 
than less factual support.  Otherwise, you may just be 
wasting your time.             

You guys have a great Christmas, and try to carry 
its spirit and meaning through the upcoming year.  

For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson 
806.342.4700  •  301 South Polk Street

D ow n tow n  A m a r i l lo ’ s  O r i g i n a l  H i g h - R i s e 
FOR  OVER  90  YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  

images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library

Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas recently had the 
great honor of presenting The Honorable Lee Ann 
Reno at this year’s Volunteer Appreciation Party and 
Award Ceremony on October 26. During her keynote 
address to attendees, Judge Reno remarked that it is 
rare for public recognition to be the motivating factor 
for attorneys who engage in pro bono legal service, 
noting that most volunteers do what is needed to 
serve their community. Quoting Martin Luther King 
Jr., Judge Reno posed the ultimate question for 
our communities: “Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is: ‘What are you doing for others?’” 

It is with this in mind that Legal Aid of 
NorthWest Texas enjoys the role of highlighting the 
accomplishments of those volunteers who provide 
pro bono services through our Equal Justice Volunteer 
Program (EJVP). Legal Aid’s EJVP recruits volunteer 
attorneys who provide a range of pro bono service 
including volunteering for pro bono clinics (where pro 
bono attorneys meet with pre-screened Legal Aid 
applicants) and accepting cases for representatoin on 
a pro bono basis. 

This year, Legal Aid celebrated the contributions 
of all our volunteers and singled out several who 
distinguished themselves through their extraordinary 
commitment of time, knowledge, and dedication. The 
2017 Attorney of the Year award went to Attorney 
Robin Malone, the Program Coordinator of Amarillo 
College’s Legal Studies Department. Ms. Malone 
assists Legal Aid with pro bono cases, coordinates 
clinics for pro se divorces, organizes at least one CLE 
presentation per year for pro bono attorneys, and 
serves on Legal Aid’s Board of Directors. This year, 
Ms. Malone single-handedly assisted more than 50 
pro se divorce clients of Legal Aid’s Pro Se Divorce 
Clinic. 

Amarillo Attorney William Taylor was recognized 
for accepting the most pro bono cases during a 
12-month period. Attorneys Etinosa Edenaru, Brown 
& Fortunato, and Alex Yarbrough, Riney & Mayfield, 
were recognized for donating the most volunteer 
hours at pro bono clinics, having served at all 10 
clinics offered in 2017. Recognition also was extended 
to Paralegal April Mock for outstanding service to the 
legal community.

Special thanks to our sponsors as well as to 
everyone who donated items for our silent auction: 
Cindy Barela Graham; Neon Moon; Safe Place Inc. 
and Heather Weidner, Safe Place’s Executive Director; 
Amarillo Dental Spa—Ron Whittington, DDS; Amarillo 
Area Women’s Bar Association; Amarillo Area Young 
Lawyers Association; Amarillo Venom; OHMS Cafe; 
Happy State Bank; Budweiser Distributing Company; 
Wells Fargo Bank; Ropin Round; Moore County 

Memorial Hospital; Lonestar Ballet Dance Academy; 
Becky Brock; Panhandle Independent Living Center; 
and Rick’s Radiator and Auto Repair. Their generosity 
helped Legal Aid raise $1,000, which will be used to 
expand access to justice for low-income residents in 
our community. 

More than 400 attorneys practice law within Legal 
Aid of NorthWest Texas’ Amarillo office program area, 
some of whom perform pro bono work informally 
without affiliation with any legal services program. 
Of these 400, 72 volunteer attorneys participate in 
our EJVP, either working at clinics or taking pro bono 
cases. 

Since January 2017, local volunteers have logged 
more than 135 hours of pro bono time to the benefit 
of Legal Aid clients. Our 2018 goal is to double that 
number of pro bono hours. Please help us meet that 
goal by contacting me at 806-373-6808, ext. 6502, or 
EJVP Coordinator Luisa Vigil at 806-373-6808, ext. 
6503. 

True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it 
is the presence of justice. 

—Martin Luther King Jr.

News from Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas
By Kay L. Pechin 

(pechink@lanwt.org)
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Chelsie A. Kidd was born in Dallas, Texas, raised 
in Kingwood, Texas and made the smart decision to 
move to Amarillo, Texas to begin her legal career at 
Brown & Fortunato, P.C.  Prior to making the move to 
Amarillo she earned her undergraduate degree from 
Florida International University with a major in Political 
Science and minors in International Relations and 
Criminal Justice. At FIU, Chelsie was a member of 
the Swimming and Diving Team and served as Team 
Captain her senior year. She also served as Secretary 
to the Student Athlete Leadership Council. 

Chelsie attended law 
school at Texas Tech University 
School of Law on a Regent’s Scholarship for academic 
achievement. While in law school, Chelsie was a Staff 
Member and served as Executive Managing Editor of the 
Estate Planning and Community Property Law Journal. 
She was a member of several organizations including, 
Phi Delta Phi International Legal Honor Society, the 
Organization of Women Law Students, and the Energy 
Law Interest Group. Chelsie also participated in the 
Advanced Dispute Resolution Clinic and is a certified 
mediator. She graduated magna cum laude in May, 
2016. 

Chelsie is a member of the transaction and oil & gas 
groups at Brown & Fortunato, P.C. Chelsie’s practice 
focuses on the purchase and sale of companies. She 
is a deal closer. She is also a member of the State Bar 
of Texas and the Amarillo Bar Association, Chelsie was 
elected as a Director of the Amarillo Young Lawyers 
Association in 2017.

Chelsie enjoys spending time with her two golden 
retrievers, family, and friends. She also enjoys traveling, 
swimming, and reading.

Young LawYEr of thE month:
chELsiE a. KiDD 

Chelsie A. Kidd

America’s Newest and Best 
Economy Extended Stay HotelsTM

AMARILLO, TX
(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124
amarillo@legacymgmt.org

LUBBOCK, TX
(806) 701-4196

6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org

myplacehotels.com  •  855-200-5685  •  Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

IN BED
Breakfast TR

Y

F R I E N D
LY

PET

Those documents can 
only stack so high..
Let us lend a hand!
•  Document Copying & Printing
•  Scan To Disc
•  Bates Numbering
•  Courtroom Display Posters
•  Photo Printing
•  Blow Backs
•  Same Day Turnarounds
•  Competitive Rates
•  Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)

Only litigation copying center in the
Texas Panhandle with over 23 years experience

•  Black & white copies as low as $0.12 each
•  Color copies as low as $0.49 each
•  Scanning as low as $0.16 each
•  2x3 Trial Exhibit Boards as low as $40.00 each

416 SW 8th Street  •  Amarillo, TX 79101  •  806.342.0606 ext. 24

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question 
below and send your answer to abell@bf-law.com 
and you will win a rolling briefcase provided by the 
State Bar of Texas.

Question: Which Jus-
tice on the Seventh Court 
of Appeals did not receive 
his legal education at the 
Texas Tech University Law 
School?

 

1-800-204-2222
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Kennedy Assassination, Bermuda
Triangle, Area 51 and Law Library Fees
These events and places have raised many unanswered questions.  The U.S. 

intelligence community has, again, convinced a sitting U.S. President to prevent 
the disclosure of documents.  President Trump recently delayed the release of 
thousands of pages of documents related to the Kennedy assassination due to 
pressure from the CIA, the FBI, and other federal agencies still seeking to prevent 
disclosures from a 54-year-old investigation.  The area between Miami, San Juan, 
and Bermuda, also known as the Bermuda Triangle, has been the alleged location 
of unusual disappearances of ships and aircraft.  Some have blamed paranormal 
activity for the disappearances.  Area 51 is a highly classified U.S. Air Force facility 80 
miles northwest of Las Vegas, Nevada.  Wikipedia reports that the intense secrecy 
surrounding the base has made it the frequent subject of conspiracy theories.  
Many believe that scientists at Area 51 reverse engineered alien technology that 
was recovered from alien crash sites near Roswell, New Mexico.  Finally, whenever 
we file a civil suit in Potter County, the filing fees include a $35 law library fee.  Alas, 
Potter County has no law library.  

In order to investigate this conundrum, I donned my best Geraldo Rivera 
attitude and began my investigative reporting.  Through confidential sources who 
agreed to speak with me on the condition of anonymity, I learned that the Potter 
County Law Library was initially housed in the “old” Potter County Courthouse 
a/k/a Potter County Courthouse.  The law library then moved to the “new” Potter 
County Courthouse a/k/a Potter County Courts Building after its construction.  
Many of us will remember the law library on the second floor of the Potter County 
Courts Building, complete with state and federal materials, secondary sources, 
composite pictures of bar members, and a librarian.  In 2015, the Potter County 
Commissioners closed the law library to make way for the CPS Court.

With an understanding of the history and wanting to be a responsible journalist, 
I decided to try to get a legal opinion on the issues involved.  As many local reporters 
often do, I contacted Jeff Blackburn.  Unfortunately, he refused my invitation for an 
on-air interview.  Left to my own devices, I read Section 323.0231 of the Local 
Government Code.  It provides that a county commissioners’ court may impose 
a fee not to exceed $35 in each civil case filed in a county or district court for 
purposes of a law library.  The funds are administered under the direction of the 
Commissioners’ Court.  These funds can be used to: (1) establish a law library; (2) 
purchase or lease library materials including shelving and equipment; (3) purchase 
or lease library materials and equipment including subscriptions to obtain access 
to electronic research for use by judges in the county; or (4) establish and maintain 
a self-help center to provide resources to county residents representing themselves 
in legal matters.

With an understanding of the history and the legal background, I felt prepared 
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Amarillo Area Bar Association.
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to contact Kerry Hood, the Potter 
County Auditor, who is responsible 
for the accounting of the library 
fees received by the county and the 
expenses incurred by the county.  I 
started the interview with a fairly blunt 
question, as investigative reporters are 
want to do: “Where are the law library 
fees going when we no longer have 
a law library?”  She was remarkably 
pleasant, knowledgeable, and helpful.  
While there is no longer a law library, the 
county now provides two computers 
with Westlaw access at the downtown 
Public Library for the benefit of county 
residents.  In addition, a computer 
with Westlaw access is available in the 
attorneys’ lounge in the Potter County 
Courts Building.  Ms. Hood sent me 
the summary plan, and I think it would 
rival most firm’s plans.  She also said 
that Potter County had Lexis for a time 
but that subscription was dropped.  Not 
wanting to give up too soon, I continued 
to press and asked about the income 
received compared to the expenses 
incurred.  Ms. Hood indicated that for 
fiscal year ending August 2017, Potter 
County received $77,664 in law library 
fees and incurred $74,730 in expenses.  
She also shared that in the past, library 
fees did not cover expenses and those 
expenses had been paid out of the 
county’s general funds.  From 2013 to 
2015, Potter County paid approximately 
$210,000 (total) into the law library 
fund.  There is currently approximately 
$44,400 in the fund.  Ms. Hood 
also said that Potter County would 
consider suggestions for additional 
subscriptions.  

While we can debate whether 
access to Westlaw is sufficient and 
whether we want our tax dollars to 
provide additional resources for pro 
se litigants, we now know that the 
law library fees are not supporting the 
general coffers of Potter County.  Having 
solved the law library fee mystery, I am 
now considering tackling the Kennedy 
assassination, the Bermuda Triangle, 
and Area 51.  Stay tuned.

Finally, I hope you will make efforts 
to attenttd the AABA Christmas Party 
on December 14.  These parties have 
been fun and well aended.  I want to 
thank Happy State Bank for hosting the 
event again this year.    

aaYLa uPDatE
By Tyler Topper

“He puzzled and puzzled till his 
puzzler was sore. Then the Grinch 
thought of something he hadn’t before. 
Maybe Christmas, he thought... doesn’t 
come from a store. Maybe Christmas, 
perhaps... means a little bit more!” – 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas (1966)

Thanksgiving 2017 is in the rear-
view mirror. At least everything except 
the extra pound or two acquired via 
copious amounts of turkey, dressing, 
pumpkin pie, more pumpkin pie, etc.!  
As we continue the holiday season and 
turn our attention towards Christmas, 
it’s easy to become distracted with all 
of the typical things that go along with 
Christmas—parties, shopping, kids 
events, and so-on and so-on. If you’re 
like me, all of these distractions can 
become so overwhelming that they can 
turn you into a real life Grinch. I’d like 
to take just a moment to encourage 
us all to set aside our distractions and 
inner-grinchiness and reflect on the 
true meaning of Christmas. The true 
meaning of Christmas can be described 
a number of ways, but, in broad terms, 
the message and meaning of Christmas 
is love. 

We’re so privileged to work in a 
profession where we have opportunities 
to show love for people and make a 
difference in their lives. As we celebrate 
this Christmas season and move 
forward into 2018, think about ways 
you can show love for others. Whether 
you take part in a State Bar or TYLA 
service opportunity, volunteer at Legal 
Aid, become a CASA volunteer, or help 
others in another way, the opportunities 

to serve are endless. If you’d like to learn 
more about local service opportunities, 
the AAYLA is a great place to start!

As for AAYLA news, a number of new 
attorneys were recently sworn-in at the 
AAYLA’s annual Swearing-In Ceremony 
on November 8th. Congratulations again 
to all of our new lawyers, and welcome 
to the Amarillo legal community. Justice 
Judy Parker was also recognized at 
the reception following the ceremony, 
and we welcome Justice Parker to the 
Amarillo legal community as well.  

Finally, our CLE committee has 
selected The Venetian as the location 
for our Vegas CLE on February 23rd and 
24th. The Venetian is an outstanding 
venue, and you won’t want to miss this 
fun (and educational) event! Be on the 
lookout for registration information, and 
feel free to contact Thomas McMillian at 
tlmcmillian@gmail.com if you have any 
questions about the event.   

If you have any questions or want 
to learn more about AAYLA, please 
contact me anytime at ttopper@bmwb-
law.com or 806.358.8116.  

AABA CLE SCHEDULE  2017-2018     
   AABA Non-AABA  
   Members Members

Dec 7-8 Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy Law $340 $390
  13.5 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
  Sprouse Shrader Smith
Feb 1 Advanced Guardianship $225 $250
  6.25 CLE HRS 1.25 ETHICS 
  Happy State Bank, Basement Training Room 
Feb 2 Advanced Elder Law $225 $250
  7.0 CLE HRS 1.25 ETHICS
  Happy State Bank, Basement Training Room
Feb 23 Building Blocks of Wills, Estates & Probate $225 $250
  6.75 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
  Basement Training Room, Eagle Center
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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
Page 4

“
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S
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    While we can debate 
whether access to Westlaw 
is sufficient and whether we 
want our tax dollars to provide 
additional resources for pro 
se litigants, we now know that 
the law library fees are not 
supporting the general coffers 
of Potter County.  Having 
solved the law library fee 
mystery, I am now considering 
tackling the Kennedy 
assassination, the Bermuda 
Triangle, and Area 51.  Stay 
tuned.”                    -Page 2  

     As we celebrate this 
Christmas season and move 
forward into 2018, think about 
ways you can show love for 
others. Whether you take part 
in a State Bar or TYLA service 
opportunity, volunteer at Legal 
Aid, become a CASA volunteer, 
or help others in another way, 
the opportunities to serve 
are endless. If you’d like to 
learn more about local service 
opportunities, the AAYLA is a 
great place to start!”            
                        -Page 7
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Our December speaker will forever be 
associated with his defense of Timothy 
McVeigh in the Oklahoma City bombing 
trial. Stephen Jones represented McVeigh 
from May 8, 1995, after two other defense 
attorneys asked to be removed from the 
case, until after McVeigh’s conviction 
in June 1997. One of Jones’ goals was 
to be seen as doing a good job without 
any personal consequences. “I wanted 
my example to be a lawyer can defend a 
controversial, even hated client and still be 
a professional and still be a member of St. 
Matthews Episcopal Church and the Enid 
Rotary Club.”

The Tulsa World Editorial, dated 
August 29, 1997, echoes the beliefs of 
so many people that Jones honorably 
discharged his duties to protect McVeigh’s 
constitutional rights and to ensure his right 
to a defense in this very difficult case:

Jones was in an unenviable position. 
He was asked to represent perhaps the 

DEfEnDing thE most hatED man in amErica:
a DEfEnsE LawYEr’s chaLLEngE
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most despised defendant in modern 
American history. The public often – in fact 
usually – didn’t like what he had to say, 
but his handling of the case was generally 
dignified and professional. Many will find 
this hard to accept but, in a way, Jones 
is due our gratitude for handling the case 
professionally.

In 1964, Stephen Jones was the 
personal research assistant to Richard 
M. Nixon, and in 1967 was legal counsel 
to the Governor of Oklahoma. From 1966 
to 1969, he worked as administrative 
assistant to Congressman Paul Findley 
and as a special assistant to Senator 
Charles Percy. In 1968, he served as a 
member of the United States delegation 
to the North Atlantic Assembly.

From 1970 to 1974, Jones was general 
counsel for the A.C.L.U. in Oklahoma. He 
was the Republican nominee for Attorney 
General of Oklahoma in 1974 and for the 
Unites States Senate in 1990.

Jones was a member of the Oklaho-
ma Supreme Court Committee on Civil 
Jury Instructions, associate editor of the 
Oklahoma Bar Association Journal, and a 
member of the Oklahoma Court of Crim-
inal Appeals Rules Committee. In 1979, 
he was appointed Special United States 
Attorney to investigate allegations of 
criminal wrongdoing against the Adminis-
trative Director of the United States Court 
System, William Foley.

Jones attended the University of 
Texas, graduated from the University of 
Oklahoma Law School in 1966, and was 
admitted to the Bar that same year. He 
practices law from his office in Enid, 
Oklahoma, with an additional office in 
Oklahoma City. A substantial portion of 
his practice is devoted to commercial 
and criminal litigation. 

Stephen Jones
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