
STWTFS

112 West 8th Ave., #615
Amarillo, Texas 79101

Return Service Requested

A Publication of the Amarillo Area Bar Association

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
Permit No. 195
Amarillo, Texas

M

A Publication of the Amarillo Area Bar Association

Volume 27
May 2013
No. 9amarillobar.org

CONTENTS
President’s Page2
Seventh Court of 
Appeals Update4
Young Lawyer
of the Month5
Legal Briefs6
Legal Yarns7

YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.
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Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S
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     In spite of our initial anxiety 

at the prospect of replacing 

our only Executive Director, 

the Executive Committee 

could not be happier to 

announce that Janet Byars 

has been hired as the AABA’s 

second Executive

Director. ”   -Page 2

     ABOTA plans to put on 

a short CLE ending with a 

happy hour where you can 

learn more about ABOTA and 

fill out this year’s membership 

form for AAYLA, all while 

mingling with other lawyers in 

the area.”            -Page 5

Your Bar EvEnts - sEptEmBEr 2016
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sEptEmBEr program:
LEgisLativE updatE 

The 85th Texas Legislative Session 
is on the horizon for 2017.  What sub-
stantial pieces of legislation will likely be 
considered?  What are the likely chang-
es in Texas law that may have an effect 
on our civil or criminal practices?   Here 
to discuss these issues are two of our 
representatives in the 85th Legislature:  
Sen. Kel Seliger and Rep. John Smithee.

Sen. Kel Seliger represents Sen-
ate District 31, which currently spans 
37 counties from the Panhandle to the 
Permian Basin and includes Amarillo, 
Midland, Odessa, and Big Spring.  Sen. 
Seliger serves as Chairman of the Sen-
ate Higher Education Committee and 
is a member of the Senate Education 
Committee, Senate Finance Committee, 
Senate Committee on Natural Resources 
and Economic Development, the Senate 
Committee on Business and Commerce 
and the Select Committee on Govern-
ment Facilities.  Sen. Seliger received 
the Texas Municipal League 2015 Leg-
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CLE, Live Trust, 
Probate & 
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Course, 
Happy State Bank
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islator of the Year Award.  Sen. Seliger 
was first elected to the Texas Senate in 
2004.  Prior to his election to the Texas 
Senate, Sen. Seliger served four terms 
as Mayor of Amarillo and as a member 
of the Amarillo City Commission and the 
Amarillo Civil Service Commission.  

Rep. John Smithee represents 
House District 86, which includes Ran-
dall, Dallam, Hartley, Oldham, Deaf 
Smith, and Parmer counties.  Rep. 
Smithee is Chairman of the House Judi-
ciary and Civil Jurisprudence Committee 
and serves on the State Affairs Commit-
tee.  Rep. Smithee was first elected to 
the Texas House in 1984 at the age of 
thirty-three and has served the people of 
House District 86 since then.  District 86 
is now considered the most Republican 
House jurisdiction in the entire state.  

I hope that you will join our repre-
sentatives at our September 8 meeting 
for this important update from the Texas 
Legislature!  

Sen. Kel Seliger

Rep. John Smithee

CLE, Advanced Evidence and Discovery
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AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your answer to 
jsterling@bf-law.com and you will win a rolling briefcase provided by the State Bar 
of Texas.

Question: Who was the first female County Judge to serve Potter County?
1-800-204-2222

AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
 Single Issue

Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300
Discounted rates are available for 

multiple issues.  Publication of an adver-
tisement does not imply endorsement of 
any product or service. AABA reserves 
the right to select and edit materials to be 
published. Advertisements are limited to 
those products and services that are 
substantially related to improving the 
legal profession and the legal community 
in the northernmost twenty-six counties 
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet 
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or 
director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
lo-bar.org for 
information and 
links to both 
local and
state-wide
legal resources.

aaBa WELcomEs a 
nEW ExEcutivE
dirEctor

After 13 years of dedicated service to 
our bar association, Jo Ann Holt tendered 
her resignation as Executive Director of the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association this past spring.  
Jo Ann was the first Executive Director of 
the AABA.   Starting from scratch, Jo Ann 
developed the procedures and record-keeping 
that, in no small part, have made our bar 
association into what it is today.  Jo Ann has 
always been passionate about the history 

of our bar association, and through her efforts we have rediscovered and 
preserved much of our history.  Jo Ann’s successful tenure is exemplified by 
the numerous awards bestowed upon the AABA, including almost annual 
recognition of our AMA-LAW newsletter.  Jo Ann will certainly be missed.  

It was, therefore, with great trepidation that the Executive Committee 
began searching for Jo Ann’s replacement this past spring.  Fortunately, we 
received a number of applications in short order, including an outstanding 
one from Janet Byars. In spite of our initial anxiety at the prospect of 
replacing our only Executive Director, the Executive Committee could not be 
happier to announce that Janet Byars has been hired as the AABA’s second 
Executive Director.  We are lucky to have her. Janet brings a wealth of relevant 
experience to our bar association. Janet comes to us from Family Support 
Services, where she served as Executive Director, Counselor, and Courts 
Coordinator for many years. Janet also has years of experience in the legal 
field, both as a paralegal at the Riney & Mayfield Law Firm and as President 
of the Texas Panhandle Association of Legal Assistants. Additionally, Janet 
has worked with the State Bar of Texas as the District Director of the Legal 
Assistants Division of the State Bar of Texas. We could not have found a 
more well-rounded individual to lead our bar association. 

As someone who has served our bar association in a number of roles over 
the years, I know first-hand how much Jo Ann brought to the organization.  I 
have also had the pleasure of working with Janet over the summer months, 
and I am excited to begin the next chapter in the life of our bar association 
with her.  We plan to honor Jo Ann and to introduce Janet at our September 
bar meeting on September 8 at noon in the Amarillo Club.  I hope that you 
will make every effort to attend.  

AABF Scholarship
Announcement

The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation is pleased to announce 
that Emily Shanks, Jake Ingle, Jacy Chafin, and Landon Long 
are the recipients of the 2016-2017 AABF scholarships.  Emily 
Shanks is a graduate of Amarillo High School and the Univer-
sity of Texas.  She is a 2L at Texas Tech School of Law.  Jake 
Ingle graduated from Amarillo High School and Texas A&M 
University.  He is a 2L at the University of Oklahoma College 
of Law.  Jacy Chafin graduated from Tascosa High School and 
the University of Oklahoma.  She is a first year law student.  
Landon Long is the recipient of the Chris Coppedge Memorial 
Scholarship.  Landon is a graduate of Pampa High School and 
Abilene Christian University.  He is a 3L at the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law.  Each scholarship is $2,500 for the 
2016-2017 academic year. 

CLE SCHEDULE 2016-2017

Sept 8-9 $300
Advanced Evidence & Discovery
13.5 CLE HRS, 3.0 HRS ETHICS

Basement Training Room,
Eagle Center

Sept 23 $175 - Members
 $125 - Young Lawyers
 $225 - Non-Members

Live Probate,
Trust & Guardianship Seminar

7.25 CLE HRS, 1.75 HRS ETHICS
Happy State Bank,

Basement Training Room

Sept 28-29-30 $400 
Advanced Criminal Law

21+ CLE HRS 4.25 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

Oct 19-20-21 $400 
Advanced Personal Injury Law

20.25 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

Oct 26-27-28 $400
Advanced Family Law

21+ CLE HRS 8.25 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

Nov 16-17-18 $400 
Advanced Civil Trial

18 CLE HRS 3.75 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

Dec 8-9 $300
Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy Law
13.5 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS

Sprouse Shrader Smith

Jan 18-19-20 $400 
Advanced Estate Planning & Probate 

21+ CLE HRS 3.25 HRS ETHICS
Happy State Bank,

Basement Training Room

Feb 24 $225
Building Blocks of Wills,

Estates & Probate
6.75 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS

Basement Training Room,
Eagle Center

Amarillo Area Bar Association proudly announces the 2016 
Trust, Probate & Guardianship Law Course. Happy Trust Company 
has generously sponsored this event, which offers 7.25 participatory 
CLE hours, including 1.75 hours in ethics. The course will take place 
on Friday, September 23, 2016, in the Training Room at Happy 
State Bank, located at 701 S. Taylor, Amarillo, Texas. Registration 
costs will be $125 for attorneys practicing 5 years or less; $175 
for AABA/LABA Members; and $225 for non-AABA/non-LABA bar 
members. The course will last from approximately 8:00 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and includes a great lunch. We hope to see you there!

 
 

AMARILLO AREA BAR ASSOCIATION
2016 TRUST, PROBATE & GUARDIANSHIP LAW 

COURSE

Sponsor:

Course No.  
7.25 Participatory Hours, Including 1.75 Ethics Hours

Date: Friday September 23, 2016

Location: Happy State Bank and Trust Company * Training Room
701 S. Taylor, Amarillo, Texas

Registration Costs: $125 attorneys practicing 5 years or less / $175 AABA/LABA Members
$225 Non-members of AABA or LABA

Planning Committee: Meg Morey, Alisa Scott, Chris Klemme, and Joby Mills

PROGRAM

7:45 Registration

8:10 Opening Remarks and Announcements
Joby Mills/Meg Morey – Amarillo Area Bar Association

8:15 (.75 incl. .25) Drafting Matters in Light of Form 8971 Basis Reporting
Shyla R. Buckner, Of Counsel
Sprouse Shrader Smith PLLC
Amarillo, Texas

9:00 (1.00 incl. .25) Texas Case Law Update
David Fowler Johnson, Managing Shareholder
Winstead PC
Fort Worth, Texas

10:00 Break
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young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

Fishbowl Drawing:
$25........................................................Rick Russwurm
$50...............................................Matthew Bartosiewicz
$75................................................................Josh Flores

None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 

Fishbowl Drawing
     $25       Joel Kaplan   not present
     $50       Alison Sanders   present           
     $100     Pace Rawlins    not present

legal bRiefs

10th and Harrison
Ideally suited for solo practitioner

or small firm.
Optional phone, receptionist, internet, 

and conference facilities available.
Abundant parking.

Call Jeremi Young
at 806-331-1800

Downtown Office 
Space For Lease

Office share available at 
ANB Plaza Two.

Large office, adjacent secretarial 
office, storage area, two conference 

rooms, large client reception area and 
other amenities available to share.

Suite 510, ANB Plaza II 
with Richard Hanna, Tom Boyd

and Mike Lynch.

Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 
with questions or for appointment to

see (civil practice please)

Kirk Crutcher
Attorney-Mediator

P.O. Box 50787 
Amarillo, TX 79159
806.584.4468
Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 

Cristal Robinson, MBA 
www.CristalRobinson.com 

 

 

 

1800 S. Washington, Suite 105 
Amarillo, Texas 79102 

 

806-373-5694 

Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

Suzannah was born and raised in Northwest 
Arkansas, home to Walmart and a ton of chickens.  
She is the youngest of three, and always thought 
she’d follow in her older siblings’ footsteps and seek 
a career in the medical field. However, she realized in 
her senior year of high school that she was superior to 
her siblings and should seek her own field. Her father, a 
banker, realized that he had an opportunity to not have 
the most disliked career in the family and encouraged 
Suzannah to consider law school.  She went to the 

University of Arkansas in Fayetteville and pursued a 
degree in finance. During that time, she was a runner 
for a law firm and decided law school was for her, even 
after witnessing the glorious life of an attorney. 

 Suzannah stayed in Fayetteville for another 
three years to attend law school. She has since realized 
she should have appreciated the hills and trees more 
than she did at the time. While in law school, she was 
involved in many organizations and competitions, and 
really enjoyed the comradery with her classmates. She 
loved transactional classes and despised the court 
competitions, so she decided the smart thing to do 
was to acquire more student loans and put off being a 
working adult another year. 

 After taking the Arkansas bar exam, Suzannah 
left beautiful Fayetteville and moved to swampy 
Gainesville, Florida to attend the University of Florida 
for an LLM in tax. She spent a fun year diving further 
into the Internal Revenue Code than the ocean, and 
being surrounded by people severely lacking in 
southern hospitality. Because she was finally done 
with school, and mostly because her hair was over the 
humidity, she raced away from Gainesville after her last 
final and never looked back. 

 Suzannah moved to Amarillo, where the land is 
flat but the people are pleasant. She took the Texas and 
Oklahoma bar exams, and really feels that those states 
should accept transfer MBE scores. Suzannah works 
for Sprouse Shrader Smith in tax and general business 
matters. She’s looking forward to the Razorbacks 
beating the Aggies and Red Raiders, and can be found 
hiding in her office in the unfortunate (and unlikely) 
event that doesn’t happen.

Young LaWYEr of thE month:
suzannah mccord 

 
Suzannah McCord

phra prEsidEnt’s mEssagE 
By: Bradley Howard

Amarillo to Observe Sixth Annual Red Mass
All judges of the Texas Panhandle will be the guests 

of honor at the Sixth Annual Red Mass Ceremony on 
Tuesday, October 11, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, 1200 S. Washington in Amarillo.  All attorneys 
are invited and encouraged to attend.  Sponsored by the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Amarillo, the Red Mass is a 
centuries-old tradition that marks the official opening of 
the judicial year.  The service promotes the unity of the 
judiciary and the legal profession and invokes the blessing 
of the Holy Spirit on the judiciary and the judicial system.  
Because the color red is traditionally symbolic of the Holy 
Spirit, the liturgy has become known as “the Red Mass.”  
God is called upon for his blessings on the administration 
of justice and for those whose duty it is to judge, teach and 
resolve legal matters.

A Red Mass is held each October in Washington, 
D.C. to mark the opening of the term of the United States 
Supreme Court.  Many dioceses in the country therefore 
celebrate their Red Mass in October as well.  The Red Mass 
is open to all judges, lawyers, public officials, and anyone 
in the community with a concern for justice, regardless of 

religious background.
Bishop Patrick J. Zurek, Bishop of Amarillo, will serve 

as principal celebrant, and the Mass will be followed by a 
keynote address from Dr. Michael Scaperlanda, President of 
St. Gregory’s University. Dr. Scaperlanda previously served 
in several different roles at The University of Oklahoma 
College of Law, including Associate Dean for Research and 
Associate Dean for Academics, and he is well-published 
on the intersection of constitutional law and immigration 
law. Dr. Scaperlanda also speaks frequently on the role of 
courts in shaping our constitutional community and the 
place of religion in the public square.

 A reception with heavy hors d’oeuvres, beer and wine 
will follow the Mass.  Dress attire is business attire, and 
everyone is encouraged to wear red accents.

A committee of members of the Amarillo Area Bar 
Association has been working with Bishop Zurek to plan 
this event.  For additional information, please contact Brad 
Howard at 345.6310 or bhoward@bf-law.com.

Brad Howard is an employment and litigation attorney 
with Brown & Fortunato, P.C. You can reach Brad at 
806.345.6310 or bhoward@bf-law.com.  
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For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson 
806.342.4700  •  301 South Polk Street

D ow n tow n  A m a r i l lo ’ s  O r i g i n a l  H i g h - R i s e 
FOR  OVER  90  YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  

images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library

aaYLa updatE
By Shane Brooks

AAYLA recently held their first 
board meeting of the new bar year. 
We are excited to have new faces on 
the board, get some fresh ideas for 
new events, and improve some of our 
regular projects. Additionally, some 
of our board members just returned 
from the Bar Leaders Conference in 
Houston where we had a chance to 
see some highlighted events from 
other bar associations and discuss 
ways to improve many of our 
service projects. We look forward to 
implementing some of those ideas 

Summer is over . . . well, almost.   Too bad no one 
has learned how to put time in a bottle.   I’d try to save 
every day just like Jim Croce wanted to do . . . or at least 
slow them down.  

 How about a criminal law refresher . . . ?  
Defendants are often granted deferred adjudication and 
placed on probation.  Any complaint they have up to 
that point has to be appealed at that time.  If they wait 
until their probation is revoked to raise those complaints, 
it’s too late.  There are exceptions to the rule, but they 
involve jurisdictional or other issues that render void the 
order placing the defendant on deferred adjudication.  
Many do not think about appealing, most likely because 
their client is pleased with getting probation.  Take a 
look at Jimenez v. State, No. 07-16-00104-CR (Tex. 

App.—Amarillo August 9, 2016).
Another end of summer refresher . . . dealing 

with final judgments and appellate jurisdiction.  The 
trial court held a hearing on a motion for a temporary 
injunction.  Only argument was presented, however, 
and the judge concluded the proceeding by stating 
that “the injunction [was] continued.”  About a week 
later, the parties discovered that the trial court signed 
a decree ordering a “permanent injunction.”  The party 
against whom the injunction was issued appealed.  
Aside from the obvious questions like “can you get 
a permanent injunction at a hearing on a temporary 
injunction” or “can you get a permanent injunction after 
a hearing where no evidence is presented,” the issue 
before us dealt with whether the order was final.  We 
concluded that it was not.  All the claims and parties 
were not addressed in the decree.  Nor was the decree 
entitled to a presumption of finality given that it arose 
from something less than a trial.  And, it was not enough 
to simply say that a permanent injunction is granted.  
Green v. Memorial Park Med. Ctr., Inc., No. 07-15-
00143-CV, 2016 Tex. App. LEXIS 3111 (Tex. App.—
Amarillo March, 25, 2016).  Make sure all the claims by 
all the parties have been addressed and you will not 
have to explain to your client why you are playing in 
the trial court again.  If not, you give us an easy way to 
dispose of the appeal.    

The older I get, the harder it is to think.  So, I am 
ending it with just two this month.  Now, where’s that 
bottle . . . to catch time, that is.

America’s Newest and Best 
Economy Extended Stay HotelsTM

AMARILLO, TX
(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124
amarillo@legacymgmt.org

LUBBOCK, TX
(806) 701-4196

6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org

myplacehotels.com  •  855-200-5685  •  Each franchise is independently owned and operated.
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Breakfast TR

Y
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LY
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to improve our service to both the 
bar and the community.

As for upcoming events, we 
will be kicking off the year with a 
combined CLE and happy hour 
with our friends from the local 
chapter of the American Board of 
Trial Advocates (ABOTA) sometime 
in mid-September. ABOTA plans 
to put on a short CLE ending with 
a happy hour where you can learn 
more about ABOTA and fill out this 
year’s membership form for AAYLA, 
all while mingling with other lawyers 

in the area. Be looking for an email 
with this year’s membership form 
and more information on that event 
soon.

If you have any questions or 
want to learn more about AAYLA, 
please contact me anytime at 
shane.brooks@sprouselaw.com or 
806.349.4717.

FEDERAL CRIMINAL DEFENSE
Christy L. Drake

Attorney at Law
801 S. Fillmore, Suite 710

Amarillo, TX  79101
806.410.2030

Former Federal Prosecutor
chrisdrakelaw@gmail.com
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were not addressed in the decree.  Nor was the decree 
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young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

Fishbowl Drawing:
$25........................................................Rick Russwurm
$50...............................................Matthew Bartosiewicz
$75................................................................Josh Flores

None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 

Fishbowl Drawing
     $25       Joel Kaplan   not present
     $50       Alison Sanders   present           
     $100     Pace Rawlins    not present

legal bRiefs

10th and Harrison
Ideally suited for solo practitioner

or small firm.
Optional phone, receptionist, internet, 

and conference facilities available.
Abundant parking.

Call Jeremi Young
at 806-331-1800

Downtown Office 
Space For Lease

Office share available at 
ANB Plaza Two.

Large office, adjacent secretarial 
office, storage area, two conference 

rooms, large client reception area and 
other amenities available to share.

Suite 510, ANB Plaza II 
with Richard Hanna, Tom Boyd

and Mike Lynch.

Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 
with questions or for appointment to

see (civil practice please)

Kirk Crutcher
Attorney-Mediator

P.O. Box 50787 
Amarillo, TX 79159
806.584.4468
Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 

Cristal Robinson, MBA 
www.CristalRobinson.com 
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The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

Suzannah was born and raised in Northwest 
Arkansas, home to Walmart and a ton of chickens.  
She is the youngest of three, and always thought 
she’d follow in her older siblings’ footsteps and seek 
a career in the medical field. However, she realized in 
her senior year of high school that she was superior to 
her siblings and should seek her own field. Her father, a 
banker, realized that he had an opportunity to not have 
the most disliked career in the family and encouraged 
Suzannah to consider law school.  She went to the 

University of Arkansas in Fayetteville and pursued a 
degree in finance. During that time, she was a runner 
for a law firm and decided law school was for her, even 
after witnessing the glorious life of an attorney. 

 Suzannah stayed in Fayetteville for another 
three years to attend law school. She has since realized 
she should have appreciated the hills and trees more 
than she did at the time. While in law school, she was 
involved in many organizations and competitions, and 
really enjoyed the comradery with her classmates. She 
loved transactional classes and despised the court 
competitions, so she decided the smart thing to do 
was to acquire more student loans and put off being a 
working adult another year. 

 After taking the Arkansas bar exam, Suzannah 
left beautiful Fayetteville and moved to swampy 
Gainesville, Florida to attend the University of Florida 
for an LLM in tax. She spent a fun year diving further 
into the Internal Revenue Code than the ocean, and 
being surrounded by people severely lacking in 
southern hospitality. Because she was finally done 
with school, and mostly because her hair was over the 
humidity, she raced away from Gainesville after her last 
final and never looked back. 

 Suzannah moved to Amarillo, where the land is 
flat but the people are pleasant. She took the Texas and 
Oklahoma bar exams, and really feels that those states 
should accept transfer MBE scores. Suzannah works 
for Sprouse Shrader Smith in tax and general business 
matters. She’s looking forward to the Razorbacks 
beating the Aggies and Red Raiders, and can be found 
hiding in her office in the unfortunate (and unlikely) 
event that doesn’t happen.

Young LaWYEr of thE month:
suzannah mccord 

 
Suzannah McCord
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Amarillo to Observe Sixth Annual Red Mass
All judges of the Texas Panhandle will be the guests 

of honor at the Sixth Annual Red Mass Ceremony on 
Tuesday, October 11, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, 1200 S. Washington in Amarillo.  All attorneys 
are invited and encouraged to attend.  Sponsored by the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Amarillo, the Red Mass is a 
centuries-old tradition that marks the official opening of 
the judicial year.  The service promotes the unity of the 
judiciary and the legal profession and invokes the blessing 
of the Holy Spirit on the judiciary and the judicial system.  
Because the color red is traditionally symbolic of the Holy 
Spirit, the liturgy has become known as “the Red Mass.”  
God is called upon for his blessings on the administration 
of justice and for those whose duty it is to judge, teach and 
resolve legal matters.

A Red Mass is held each October in Washington, 
D.C. to mark the opening of the term of the United States 
Supreme Court.  Many dioceses in the country therefore 
celebrate their Red Mass in October as well.  The Red Mass 
is open to all judges, lawyers, public officials, and anyone 
in the community with a concern for justice, regardless of 

religious background.
Bishop Patrick J. Zurek, Bishop of Amarillo, will serve 

as principal celebrant, and the Mass will be followed by a 
keynote address from Dr. Michael Scaperlanda, President of 
St. Gregory’s University. Dr. Scaperlanda previously served 
in several different roles at The University of Oklahoma 
College of Law, including Associate Dean for Research and 
Associate Dean for Academics, and he is well-published 
on the intersection of constitutional law and immigration 
law. Dr. Scaperlanda also speaks frequently on the role of 
courts in shaping our constitutional community and the 
place of religion in the public square.

 A reception with heavy hors d’oeuvres, beer and wine 
will follow the Mass.  Dress attire is business attire, and 
everyone is encouraged to wear red accents.

A committee of members of the Amarillo Area Bar 
Association has been working with Bishop Zurek to plan 
this event.  For additional information, please contact Brad 
Howard at 345.6310 or bhoward@bf-law.com.

Brad Howard is an employment and litigation attorney 
with Brown & Fortunato, P.C. You can reach Brad at 
806.345.6310 or bhoward@bf-law.com.  
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AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your answer to 
jsterling@bf-law.com and you will win a rolling briefcase provided by the State Bar 
of Texas.

Question: Who was the first female County Judge to serve Potter County?
1-800-204-2222

AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
 Single Issue

Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300
Discounted rates are available for 

multiple issues.  Publication of an adver-
tisement does not imply endorsement of 
any product or service. AABA reserves 
the right to select and edit materials to be 
published. Advertisements are limited to 
those products and services that are 
substantially related to improving the 
legal profession and the legal community 
in the northernmost twenty-six counties 
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet 
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or 
director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
lo-bar.org for 
information and 
links to both 
local and
state-wide
legal resources.

aaBa WELcomEs a 
nEW ExEcutivE
dirEctor

After 13 years of dedicated service to 
our bar association, Jo Ann Holt tendered 
her resignation as Executive Director of the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association this past spring.  
Jo Ann was the first Executive Director of 
the AABA.   Starting from scratch, Jo Ann 
developed the procedures and record-keeping 
that, in no small part, have made our bar 
association into what it is today.  Jo Ann has 
always been passionate about the history 

of our bar association, and through her efforts we have rediscovered and 
preserved much of our history.  Jo Ann’s successful tenure is exemplified by 
the numerous awards bestowed upon the AABA, including almost annual 
recognition of our AMA-LAW newsletter.  Jo Ann will certainly be missed.  

It was, therefore, with great trepidation that the Executive Committee 
began searching for Jo Ann’s replacement this past spring.  Fortunately, we 
received a number of applications in short order, including an outstanding 
one from Janet Byars. In spite of our initial anxiety at the prospect of 
replacing our only Executive Director, the Executive Committee could not be 
happier to announce that Janet Byars has been hired as the AABA’s second 
Executive Director.  We are lucky to have her. Janet brings a wealth of relevant 
experience to our bar association. Janet comes to us from Family Support 
Services, where she served as Executive Director, Counselor, and Courts 
Coordinator for many years. Janet also has years of experience in the legal 
field, both as a paralegal at the Riney & Mayfield Law Firm and as President 
of the Texas Panhandle Association of Legal Assistants. Additionally, Janet 
has worked with the State Bar of Texas as the District Director of the Legal 
Assistants Division of the State Bar of Texas. We could not have found a 
more well-rounded individual to lead our bar association. 

As someone who has served our bar association in a number of roles over 
the years, I know first-hand how much Jo Ann brought to the organization.  I 
have also had the pleasure of working with Janet over the summer months, 
and I am excited to begin the next chapter in the life of our bar association 
with her.  We plan to honor Jo Ann and to introduce Janet at our September 
bar meeting on September 8 at noon in the Amarillo Club.  I hope that you 
will make every effort to attend.  

AABF Scholarship
Announcement

The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation is pleased to announce 
that Emily Shanks, Jake Ingle, Jacy Chafin, and Landon Long 
are the recipients of the 2016-2017 AABF scholarships.  Emily 
Shanks is a graduate of Amarillo High School and the Univer-
sity of Texas.  She is a 2L at Texas Tech School of Law.  Jake 
Ingle graduated from Amarillo High School and Texas A&M 
University.  He is a 2L at the University of Oklahoma College 
of Law.  Jacy Chafin graduated from Tascosa High School and 
the University of Oklahoma.  She is a first year law student.  
Landon Long is the recipient of the Chris Coppedge Memorial 
Scholarship.  Landon is a graduate of Pampa High School and 
Abilene Christian University.  He is a 3L at the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law.  Each scholarship is $2,500 for the 
2016-2017 academic year. 

CLE SCHEDULE 2016-2017

Sept 8-9 $300
Advanced Evidence & Discovery
13.5 CLE HRS, 3.0 HRS ETHICS

Basement Training Room,
Eagle Center

Sept 23 $175 - Members
 $125 - Young Lawyers
 $225 - Non-Members

Live Probate,
Trust & Guardianship Seminar

7.25 CLE HRS, 1.75 HRS ETHICS
Happy State Bank,

Basement Training Room

Sept 28-29-30 $400 
Advanced Criminal Law

21+ CLE HRS 4.25 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

Oct 19-20-21 $400 
Advanced Personal Injury Law

20.25 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

Oct 26-27-28 $400
Advanced Family Law

21+ CLE HRS 8.25 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

Nov 16-17-18 $400 
Advanced Civil Trial

18 CLE HRS 3.75 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

Dec 8-9 $300
Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy Law
13.5 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS

Sprouse Shrader Smith

Jan 18-19-20 $400 
Advanced Estate Planning & Probate 

21+ CLE HRS 3.25 HRS ETHICS
Happy State Bank,

Basement Training Room

Feb 24 $225
Building Blocks of Wills,

Estates & Probate
6.75 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS

Basement Training Room,
Eagle Center

Amarillo Area Bar Association proudly announces the 2016 
Trust, Probate & Guardianship Law Course. Happy Trust Company 
has generously sponsored this event, which offers 7.25 participatory 
CLE hours, including 1.75 hours in ethics. The course will take place 
on Friday, September 23, 2016, in the Training Room at Happy 
State Bank, located at 701 S. Taylor, Amarillo, Texas. Registration 
costs will be $125 for attorneys practicing 5 years or less; $175 
for AABA/LABA Members; and $225 for non-AABA/non-LABA bar 
members. The course will last from approximately 8:00 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and includes a great lunch. We hope to see you there!

 
 

AMARILLO AREA BAR ASSOCIATION
2016 TRUST, PROBATE & GUARDIANSHIP LAW 

COURSE

Sponsor:

Course No.  
7.25 Participatory Hours, Including 1.75 Ethics Hours

Date: Friday September 23, 2016

Location: Happy State Bank and Trust Company * Training Room
701 S. Taylor, Amarillo, Texas

Registration Costs: $125 attorneys practicing 5 years or less / $175 AABA/LABA Members
$225 Non-members of AABA or LABA

Planning Committee: Meg Morey, Alisa Scott, Chris Klemme, and Joby Mills

PROGRAM

7:45 Registration

8:10 Opening Remarks and Announcements
Joby Mills/Meg Morey – Amarillo Area Bar Association

8:15 (.75 incl. .25) Drafting Matters in Light of Form 8971 Basis Reporting
Shyla R. Buckner, Of Counsel
Sprouse Shrader Smith PLLC
Amarillo, Texas

9:00 (1.00 incl. .25) Texas Case Law Update
David Fowler Johnson, Managing Shareholder
Winstead PC
Fort Worth, Texas

10:00 Break
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YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
Page 4

“

YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013
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“ Back Row:Jon Oden, Ben Sturgeon, Walter Wolfram, Don Patterson, Don Jackson, Richard Brainerd
Middle Row: Robert Sanders, Jerry Johnson, Alan Adkins, James Dorres, George Jennings, Jr., Don
Dean, Tom Morris, Dee Miller, Oth Miller
Front Row: Judge Nobles, Justice Boyd, Speaker Broadus Spivey, Bob Templeton, Bob Smith
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S

Terms Expire 2015
Joni Kleinschmidt
Tod Mayfield
Randall Sims

Robert “Bob” Sanders
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     In spite of our initial anxiety 

at the prospect of replacing 

our only Executive Director, 

the Executive Committee 

could not be happier to 

announce that Janet Byars 

has been hired as the AABA’s 

second Executive

Director. ”   -Page 2

     ABOTA plans to put on 

a short CLE ending with a 

happy hour where you can 

learn more about ABOTA and 

fill out this year’s membership 

form for AAYLA, all while 

mingling with other lawyers in 

the area.”            -Page 5

Your Bar EvEnts - sEptEmBEr 2016
 S M T W T F S
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sEptEmBEr program:
LEgisLativE updatE 

The 85th Texas Legislative Session 
is on the horizon for 2017.  What sub-
stantial pieces of legislation will likely be 
considered?  What are the likely chang-
es in Texas law that may have an effect 
on our civil or criminal practices?   Here 
to discuss these issues are two of our 
representatives in the 85th Legislature:  
Sen. Kel Seliger and Rep. John Smithee.

Sen. Kel Seliger represents Sen-
ate District 31, which currently spans 
37 counties from the Panhandle to the 
Permian Basin and includes Amarillo, 
Midland, Odessa, and Big Spring.  Sen. 
Seliger serves as Chairman of the Sen-
ate Higher Education Committee and 
is a member of the Senate Education 
Committee, Senate Finance Committee, 
Senate Committee on Natural Resources 
and Economic Development, the Senate 
Committee on Business and Commerce 
and the Select Committee on Govern-
ment Facilities.  Sen. Seliger received 
the Texas Municipal League 2015 Leg-
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islator of the Year Award.  Sen. Seliger 
was first elected to the Texas Senate in 
2004.  Prior to his election to the Texas 
Senate, Sen. Seliger served four terms 
as Mayor of Amarillo and as a member 
of the Amarillo City Commission and the 
Amarillo Civil Service Commission.  

Rep. John Smithee represents 
House District 86, which includes Ran-
dall, Dallam, Hartley, Oldham, Deaf 
Smith, and Parmer counties.  Rep. 
Smithee is Chairman of the House Judi-
ciary and Civil Jurisprudence Committee 
and serves on the State Affairs Commit-
tee.  Rep. Smithee was first elected to 
the Texas House in 1984 at the age of 
thirty-three and has served the people of 
House District 86 since then.  District 86 
is now considered the most Republican 
House jurisdiction in the entire state.  

I hope that you will join our repre-
sentatives at our September 8 meeting 
for this important update from the Texas 
Legislature!  

Sen. Kel Seliger

Rep. John Smithee

CLE, Advanced Evidence and Discovery
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