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Lewis to serve on State Bar Board of Directors

Thank you for
the trust you placed
in me by electing
me as your represen-
tative to the Board
of Directors. Iam
looking forward to
serving you for the
next three years.

I have been
asked to write an oc-
casional column for this august publication. In
it I will attempt to keep you informed of mat-
ters of interest to our local association.

For this initial column I just want to give
you an overview of the State Bar of Texas. I
know that many of us have a healthy scepti-
cism of whether the State Bar does anything to
help us. The State Bar is really just an admin-
istrative agency of the state’s judicial branch,
charged with responsibilities such as providing
educational programs for the legal profession
and the public, administering our continuing
legal education programs, and managing our
grievance system. The State Bar is funded by
our dues and the fees collected from CLE pro-
grams.

The State Bar of Texas is governed by a
Board of Directors. The directors are elected
by the members of the bar. The following

serve on the Board:

Kyle Lewis

— The State Bar President, President-
Elect and Immediate Past President;

— The TYLA President, President-Elect
and Immediate Past President;

— Thirty elected members;

— Six public members;

— Four minority members;

— Liaisons — four judiciary and one out

of state lawyer (non voting); and
— Six section representatives (non vot-
ing).

Sam Lovelady of Amarillo was recently
appointed to a three year term as a public
member. He will be a valuable member of the
Board.

The Board’s major responsibilities are to
enforce the State Bar Act and Rules, adopt pol-
icy and regulations, and appoint grievance
committee members. Although I am new to
the Board and my opinion my change later, it
appears that most of the Board’s work is done
by committee. I have been placed on the
Administration Committee, the
Discipline/ CAAP Committee, the Appeals-
Grant Review Committee and the Professional
Development Committee. As soon as find
out what these committees do, I will let you
know.

Each Board member will also serve as ad-
visors or alternate advisors to the various State
Bar Sections and Committees. I am an alter-
nate advisor to the School Law Section and the
Council of Chairs.

This should be an interesting year. The
legislature will be in session and many impor-
tant issues will likely arise. Therefore, the fol-
lowing columns should be more interesting.

Please let me know if I can be of service
to you. You can contact me as follows:

Kyle Lewis

PO. Box 781
Dumas, Texas 79029
Tel: (806) 935-9272
Fax: (806) 935-9354

e-mail: klewis@arn.net
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Kelly Utsinger

Lawyers are rumored to be skilled in giving good advice to clients, but often
not particularly adept at taking care of their personal business. Who knows the root
cause of that phenomenon? Maybe it is ego: “T am a lawyer and I don’t need to read
the fine print.” Blame it on the press of work, “I'll turn to my business after I've
served my clients.” It could be economics: “I can make a lot more money working
for others than I can for myself.” Whatever the distraction, we often ignore details
related to our personal stuff, rarely plotting our five year plan or thinking about
drafting our own durable powers of attorney or medical directives. After all, our
mission is to give advice to others.

I fear that a similar pattern of thought and behavior hampers participation
in the Bar. It is not that lawyers shun involvement in organizations. Pick about any
charitable group, church governing body or service club and you'll find lawyers ac-
tively involved. Committing time to such organizations is laudable and extremely
beneficial to the community. But somewhere in our focus on dlients and our com-
mitment to community service, we may lose sight of the glue that holds us together
as lawyers and ignore taking care of the business of our profession.

The benefits of joining a local bar association and engaging in bar activities
may not be measurable in fees collected or business networking opportunities. On
the other hand, actively participating in bar activities helps maintain the collegiality,
competence and character of the profession. Working on local bar projects brings
together lawyers from various disciplines and members of the judiciary to engage in
dialogues that can positively impact the administration of justice, the functioning of
our system and the standards of performance that distinguish the profession. Active
bar associations routinely benefit their communities with service projects that en-
hance the public perception of lawyers and remind citizens that the rule of law is the
fabric of our society.

Yes, 'm making a pitch here. The first two editions of AMA-LAW go to
the almost 600 lawyers in the top 26 counties of the Texas Panhandle who are eligi-
ble to be members of the Amarillo Area Bar Association ("AABA”). After that, only
the members receive the newsletter. This article is not simply a solicitation to in-
crease membership. It is a request for us all to take a personal, active interest in the
activities of the bar in order to ensure the highest standards of excellence in the prac-
tice of law and in appreciation of the profession that has blessed us with so many op-
portunities.

Joining the AABA has advantages that are tangible. Members will receive
about two-thirds of their annual CLE by auending the bar lunches and Spring
Institute. The pictorial membership directory can be useful for those of us who are
getting a little more mature and don'’t know the new lawyers in town. AMA-LAW,
under the outstanding oversight of editor Hollye Hawkins, has evolved into a first
class monthly newsletter. (Besides, just getting the newsletter with my monthly arti-
cle in it should be pretty compelling). Perhaps one of the greatest advantages of
membership is the website, www.amarillobar.org. Surf it sometime. With a lawyer
locator function, the website can be a very useful ool for visitors looking for counsel
in a specific practice area. These benefits are well worth the modest price of admis-
sion and the website will tell you how to join.

After you've tended to your personal business, consider becoming involved
in the business of the bar. I hope thar this year more lawyers in the area will accept
this invitation by joining the AABA. It is worth the investment for you and for your
profession.

Dlscounted rates
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Area Bar Associa

vallable for ‘multiple
issues. Publication of an advertlscmcnt
does not 1mply endorsement of any prod-
uct or service. AABA reserves the right to
select and edit materials to be published.
Adpvertisements are limited to those prod-
ucts and services that are substantially relat-
ed to improving the legal profession and
the legal community in the northernmost
twenty-six counties of the Panhandle of
Texas. Contact Jo Ann Holt, Executive
Director, at 371-7226 or
director@amarillobar.org for more informa-
tion abour advertising in AMA-LAW.

Contact Us

For more information about your local area
bar association or for address changes, con-
tact Jo Ann Holt, Executive Director, at:

Amarillo Area Bar Association
Eagle Center

112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615
Amarillo, Texas 79101

e-mail: director@amarillobar.org

Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at
www.amarillobar.org for information and
links to both local and state-wide legal re-
sources.
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AAYLA
Update

At long last, I finally take office as the
new President of the Amarillo Area Young
Lawyers Association. What an honor.
My sincere thanks to all the little people
who made this possible. I only hope that
I can be half the President that Mark
Logsdon was last year.

Congratulations to Mark and to the
AAYLA Board for being awarded Third
Place--Comprehensive in the small city
division this past year. The Plaque for
this prestigious award is available for
viewing, free of charge, in Mark Logsdon'’s
office every weekday from 9:00 am to
5:00 pm. No appointment necessary, just
stop on by. You can have your picture
taken with the plaque for a mere $5
charge. Al proceeds will go to fund the
AAYLA activities and social committee.

For those of you who could not at-
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tend the Spring Institute Dinner this past

May, in addition to missing Dusty Stockard
make a fool out of himself, you also missed
the swearing-in of AAYLA's officers for this

bar year:

President: John Massouh
President-Elect: Kara Reeves

Vice President:  Daren Brown
Treasurer: Hollye Hawkins
Secretary: Joni Kleinschmidt
Past President: ~ Mark Logsdon

As Dusty Stockard now retires form
the AAYLA board and becomes an "Old"
lawyer, all of us on the AAYLA Board wish
him the best and say good riddance.

AAYLA has several projects scheduled
for this upcoming year, starting with our
New Lawyer Membership Drive and
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By Jobhn Massoub

Orientation. The orientation will be fol-
lowed by a reception at the Amarillo Club.
Everyone is invited to attend and welcome
the new lawyers, or soon to be lawyers
pending bar results, to the Amarillo area.
Please let Matt Whitten know of any new
lawyers in you office who would like to
participate in the orientation, which will
involve a tour of the courthouses, meeting
judges, and meeting the county and dis-
trict clerks. Matt's contact information is
379-0324. New attorneys can expect in-
vitations in the mail in the coming weeks.
Finally, AAYLA will be hosting the
Tenth Annual Las Vegas CLE. The event
will be held on April 4, 2009. Mark your
calendars and I will see you in Vegas.

CHRIS STEWART, rc

SECURING YOUR SPACE INTHE GLOBAL M
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Young

Lawver of the
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The Young Lawyer for the Month
of September is Greg S. Freeman of
Lovell, Lovell, Newsom & Isern. Greg is
a second year associate with the Lovell
firm and practices in the areas of personal
injury, commercial litigation, and oil and

as.
# Greg was born in Oxford,
Mississippi and attended the University
of Mississippi, where he received his B.A.
in Accounting in December of 2000.
After learning he could not make a living
attending Ole Miss football games, Greg
later decided to attend law school. Greg

earned his ].D. from the Cumberland
School of Law at Samford University in
Birmingham, Alabama in May of 2005.
During law school, Greg was a member of
the American Journal of Trial Advocacy
and was Secretary of the Cumberland
Wildlife Association. Weary of Bear
Bryant stories and the non-stop broadcast
of Sweet Home Alabama, Greg returned to
Oxford and Ole Miss ready to begin his le-
gal career.

After passing the Mississippi bar and
securing a job in the nearby town of
Tupelo, Mississippi, the home of the King,

Greg S. Freeman

tragedy struck the Mississippi Gulf Coast
in the form of Hurricane Katrina. Jobs
were scarce in Mississippi after the hurri-
cane, and Greg reluctantly left his home
state in search of greener pastures.

Despite the lack of trees and coverage
of the Southeastern Conference, Greg has
made his home in Amarillo. Greg enjoys
bowhunting and the occasional return to
Ole Miss for football games, despite con-
stant disappointment.

IN MEMORIUM

By Cindi Barela

Perhaps the term “dying breed” is an inappro-
priate way to refer to him in this article, but Charles
| Rittenberry was that type of lawyer—one of a dying
breed. I do not mean to imply that we do not have
great lawyers today, because we do. This is different
though. Charles, and lawyers like him during the
1970’s helped take the criminal defense arena to
new heights by thinking of cleaver and ingenious
ways to represent their clients. They were the courtroom guys who
weren't afraid to test the limits and they did.

Charles was born in Amarillo and went to the University of Texas
School of Law and graduated in 1964. I remember the year he gradu-
ated because his class ring clearly was marked with the year of my birth
and I reminded him often of his senority. He was a wonderful mentor
and in my/early days he would readily take my phone calls when I had
questions,/ His advice was always dead on the money. And, I always
kitew Charles was the one to ask asthé was not only brilliant, but he
|_took care of business.- He Was“Always/the first attorney to call me about

dlocket ‘call wanting to gethis cases taken care of back before the docket
was called. i

Charles retupned to Amarillo,after school and practiced as a
criminal défense aé:me . He wag partners at times but was a solo
practitioner-for much of his day. e\told me that he thought he oper-
ated bestlby himself, He also said|that a good lawyer shouFd always be
able to, if he worked hard all day, fini$h his work each day by five o™
clock in the evening in time (o haye dihner with his family. ‘Given that

e paid f ﬂt{ull set of Verngn's and Southwest Reporters until shordy
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Charles
Rittenberry

before his death, it is easy td'see that helwas very traditional in his
methodél‘ gy, éx

Opce %arles got a case, hefworked, every angle of it. He would
truly study the'law in anyjarea relating to the case and would educate
himself-qn-every aspect of the casé. If the tase involved drugs, he
would stlidy the drug. Ifthe-caselinvolved‘a shooting, he would study
' the gunind-atrodynamics of bullets, He was an avid and voracious
reader and-his library proved it. At his office, he had books on multi-
tudes_of topics.includin harmacology, ballistics, and forensics. At

/" home, his Ebrary includg_eg, in addition to his two complete sets of
|-Playboy-magazine {and.I, am sure HE really did read them for the arti-
cles!), were books on hunting, judo, the history of the high plains, and

photography. He loved to take pictures of the wildlife at the Palo Duro

Club and the wildlife at the Terlingua Chili Cookoff. And, speaking of
wildlife, Charles did relay numerous stories about the JR. BAR, but let’s
just say that some things are better left unsaid—but I do have the letter
from Scott Sutphen forever banning that organization from organizing
in his restaurant again!

One of Charles’ many highly publicized trials was the trial against
Pictesburg Steelers Iron Currtain lineman Ernie Holmes. In that posses-
sion of cocaine case, Charles successfully secured an acquittal for his
client by building and having constructed during the lunch break a
replica of the bathroom in which his client had been arrested for pos-
sessing cocaine. While the stalls were only half as tall as the real bath-
room, the model helped prove Chatles’ point to the jury that there was
no way a police officer could have seen Eis client and thus had no prob-
able cause to search him.

To really appreciate Charles you also have to understand his hu-
mor and his true dedication to representing his clients. In 2000, the
Texas Lawyer ran an article on Richard “Racehorse” Haynes with
whom Charles had tried cases. In his letter to Racehorse, Charles was
giving Mr. Haynes a hard time about his attire in the picture accompa-
nying the article. Racehorse responded that all anyone has to do to be
labeled a legal legend is to “have a pretty face (and body) and get a good
lawyer to do the legal work. You ought to know, you did the outstand-
ingdlegal work for the Sheriff, I was the pretty face and I took all the
credit.”

In yet another letter, this time to the renowned author Gerry L.
Spence, Charles complemented him on his book Half-Moon and
Empty Stars saying: “No one has written so well of a criminal trial.
The feelings, the éar, the pain, and the truths. You have woven what
we know into a beautiful story. I have said that no one should hire a
criminal defense lawyer who has not read Alice in Wonderland. 1 now
add to that list Half-Moon and Empty Stars. “ Gerry Spence responded
by saying: “What a precious letter. It brought tears to my eyes. Thank
you so much. Love, Gerry.”

Another local very well known, wealthy and notorious client of
Charles’ also wrote to Charles saying: “if you hadn't been a lawyer, you
could have been a psychiatrist. You understand people. You understand
how to listen and taK to them...I will always be in your debt.”

Both Racehorse and Gerry Spence are right, Charles did out-
standing work and his words brought tears to our eyes because he was
dedicated to zealously representing his client. He told his clients the
truth, he told them what they did not want to hear and he represented
him with all his being. They will always be in his debt, as will those of
us who were lucky to call him a friend and mentor. Charles, we are bet-
ter for having known you, and we miss your being!
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AI'NS Thank You and Please

From James Wester

No, this is not an article about ex-
tending common courtesies. On the other
hand, you might take this opportunity to
extend those courtesies to some deserving
person.

[ take this opportunity to say “thank
you” to the lawyers that have previously
submitted articles or information for Legal
Yarns: Allan Adkins, Honorable John
Boyd, Fred Griffin, John Huffaker, Wales
Madden, Jr., Chuck Mallard, Lee Ann
Reno, Charles Rittenberry, Mark White,
and Walter Wolfram. If failed to men-
tion anyone, please let me know. In re-
viewing the names of the contributors,
there is really no need to point out the lack
of contributions by young lawyers.

Now a request, “please” consider sub-
mitting one of your Legal Yarns. A Legal
Yarn is a narrative of real (or somewhat fic-
titious) adventures or an entertaining tale
about our beloved legal profession and/or
our esteemed colleagues. As with most
good stories they tend to improve with age
and you should feel free to add details, am-
plify, embellish, enhance, enlarge, explain,
expound, improve, interpret, polish, refine,
and otherwise elaborate.

CGlosing office
Approx. 10/08.

Call Lou Kibbey
674-8507

if interested in buying supplies,
equipment, furniture, etc.

Ethics Hotline
State Bar of Texas
(800) 532-3947

Advertising Review Committee State
Bar of Texas
(800) 566-4616

Besides the enjoyment that each of us
get in re-telling a good yarn, there is value
in sharing and preserving it in writing,
Please take a few minutes and dictate a
quick yarn. For younger lawyers, a dicta-
phone is the little machine that you see in
the hand of an older lawyer when you
think he or she is simply talking to them-
selves. You may see the dictaphone sitting
atop the typewriter. Younger lawyers
should feel free to use their voice recogni-

tion software.

Please email (or snail mail) your sto-
ries to James Wester at
James. Wester@uwlaw.com and watch for
the next edition of AMA-LAW,

Legal Briefs

Special Orders No. 2-67, 2-68, and
2-69 amend local civil rules LR 53.1 and
72.2 pertaining to the adoption of amend-
ed local civil and criminal rules of the
United States District Court for the
Northern District of Texas. The effective
date is September 1, 2008. The complete
text of the order is available on the court’s
Internet website at www.txnd.uscourts.gov.

Did you know?

Did you know that for over twenty
years the Texas Panhandle Paralegal
Association (TPPA) has been serving the
paralegals of Amarillo, Canyon and the
Texas Panhandle area? Formed in 1986 as
the Texas Panhandle Association of Legal
Assistants, TPPA is a non-profit organiza-
tion of paralegals whose purposes are to
establish good fellowship among its mem-
bers, the National Association of Legal
Assistants (NALA), the Paralegal Division
of the State Bar of Texas, and members of
the legal community; to encourage a high
order of ethical and professional attain-
ment; to further education among mem-
bers of the profession; to cooperate with
bar associations; and to support and carry
out the programs, purposes, aims and
goals of NALA.

In order to further education and
professional networking, regular monthly
lecture meetings are held on the third
Thursday of each month from 11:45 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. at the Amarillo Club, 6th &
Tyler, 30th Floor, Amarillo, Texas 79101.
Non-members and attorneys are welcome

to attend these luncheons during which
paralegal CLE credit is awarded. Food is
provided through the Amarillo Club at the
cost of $14 for buffet and choice of drink.

TPPA also promotes networking
among the legal community through its
free job bank. Potential employers can post
information regarding job openings in the
legal field, from couriers to highly special-
ized paralegal positions. The information
is then forwarded to the entire member-
ship, which includes students, graduates
and experienced paralegals.

Once a year, TPPA has a special attor-
ney/paralegal event. In the past, this has
been in the form of dinners, mixers and
luncheons. The special event is a wonder-
ful opportunity for both attorneys and
paralegals to show their appreciation for
one-another, network with others in the le-
gal community and earn MCLE credits.
Please mark your calendar for October 16,
2008 for this year’s attorney/paralegal
luncheon. The event will include lunch,
door prizes and a special guest lecture on
Impartial Witness and Eye Witness
Recollection. In the coming weeks, TPPA
will contact members of the legal commu-
nity with more details and a formal invita-
tion. For questions regarding TPPA,
please contact TPPA’s Public Relations
Chair, Eva Morris, at
eva.morris@uwlaw.com.

If you have news, we want to hear
from you. Send your information to the
AABA: email director@amarillobar.org,
fax 379-9259, or call 371-7226.
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Rising and
Shining

at the 2008
Spring Institute

KNOW A DRUG OFFENDER
WITHOUT A DRIVER'S
LICENSE?

570-6810 with West Texas Drug Offender
Education Program. This is a 15 hour state
approved program for persons who have
lost their license due to a misdemeanor or
felony drug conviction Participants will re-
ceive education on drug/DWI laws, dan-
gers of drug use and its associated illegal
activities and assist them in developing a
personal plan of action to change negative
behaviors. Certificates will be issued.
Monthly classes available in English or
Spanish. Classes are held at 1201 West 8th
Avenue Amarillo, TX 79101

THE COST IS $110.00.

If so contact Linda Dudley, LCDC at 806-

Custom Designed Floor Plans + On-site Owner Managenment

Fur Leasing Infarmation Please Contact Jeffrey Tidminre ar Jamie Davis At 806.372.9160
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Abby is a miniature Beagle who is 4 hound for obscure, interest-
ing andlor outrageous legal treats. Her érizﬁ are meant lo educate
and enteriain. If you have any Legal Beagle-worthy tidbiss, please e-
mail Abby at legalbeagle. aaba@sbeglobal net. Submissions will be
published in this column and attributed to the sender: Abby is a stick-
ler for Shepardizing so please cite your source.

¢ High-er Me

Zime served as a resume builder? Give this guy crediz and maybe
even a job for his unusual spin doctorine. Heres a classifed ad from
the “Employment Wanted” section of .. Financial Post in Toronto,
Ontarso, Canada: :

Former Marijuana Smuggler

Having successfully completed a ten year sentence, incident-free,
for importing 75 tons of marijuana into the United States, I am
now seeking a legal and legitimate means to support myself and
my family.
Business experience — Owned and operated a successful fishing
business: multi-vessel, one airplane, one island and processing fa-
cility. Simultaneously owned and operated a fleet of tractor-trailer
trucks conducting business in the Western United States. During
this time I also co-owned and participated in the executive level
management of 120 people worldwide in a successful pot smug-
gling venture with revenues in excess of U.S. $100 million annual-
ly. T took responsibility for my actions, and received a ten year
sentence in the United States while others walked free for their co-
operation.
Attributes — I am an expert in all levels of security. I have exten-
sive computer skills, am personable, outgoing, well-educated, reli-
able, clean and sober. I am well-traveled and speak English, French
and Spanish. References available from friends, family, the U.S.
District Attorney, etc.

— From a phorocopy of ad placed in Classifieds, Financial Post
(Toronty), Feb. 23, 2001 (page number unknown).

website creation legal research
library consultation

Creative InfoPro-

email for a quote creativeinfopro@aol.com

€ Quote of the Month:

It is the spirit and not the form of law that keeps justice alive.
--Ear]l Warren

€ A Picture is Worth. . .

Legal Beagle is shamelessly tak-
ing this opportunity to show off
a new face not a member of the
Amarillo Area Bar Association,
but a contributing force to
AMA-LAW nevertheless. Be the
first person to correctly identify
this new face to
legalbeagle.aaba@sbcglobal.ner.
The winner will receive a prize. The correct answer and the
name of the winning contestant will appear in next month’s edi-
tion of AMA-LAW.

Move over Tiger Woods, the Legal Beagle is quickly gaining inter-
est in the endorsement world. Accordingly, this year, contests will
be sponsored by Thomson West Publishers. This means that the
prizes will be more remarkable than an insulated travel mug that’s
destined to be tagged 50 cents at your next garage sale.

THOMSON

:_*.T -
WEST

The held-over-through-summer winner for last May’s picture was
Karl Baumgardner, who correctly guessed the picture to be of
Susan Burnette. Yes, there is a question of impropriety since Karl
and Susan work in the same office. However, both parties have
assured the Legal Beagle that the integrity of this game remains in
tact as Susan and Karl make it office policy never to discuss the
fact neither is as young as he or she used to be.

TX LICENSE#
Al4560

© § BARCLAY
INVESTIGATIONS

SERVING ALL YOUR INVESTIGATIVE NEEDS!!
DIVORCE CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER
CHILD CUSTODY PROMPT SERVICE

SURVEILLANCE, BACKGROUNDS AND MORE!!!!
GREAT PRICES!!!
CALL
806-351-0299 OR 682-667-2058

www.barclayinvestigations.com

Loen
= “M’W

806.373.6613
1.800.657.8827

SecretGardeer&Flowers.com

Parve M/Z}a/‘/ should be yourf oSt
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