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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.
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Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S
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    If you are looking for a 

way in which to “give back” 

to a Veteran, then I can 

enthusiastically recommend 

the Texas Lawyers for Texas 

Veterans program.”             -Page 2

    Riddle me this Batman – 

if an attorney who files an 

Ander’s brief is supposed 

to read the entire file to 

determine if there is an 

arguable issue, how can he 

say that there is no arguable 

issue if he doesn’t have the 

entire file?”           -Page 4
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novEmBEr spEakEr:
DaviD isaak

David Isaak will be our speaker at 
the November 10 luncheon.  David was 
a key member of the defense team that 
secured a “not guilty” verdict for the well 
site leader on the Deepwater Horizon.  
Over the course of four years of litigation, 
the trial court dismissed 11 manslaughter 
charges and the government dismissed 
11 more.  After a two-week trial on the 
remaining Clean Water Act charge, Da-
vid’s client was acquitted after the jury 
deliberated less than two hours.  David 
represents companies and individuals in 
white-collar criminal defense, govern-
ment investigations and high-stakes civil 
litigation.  He represents clients in inves-
tigations, trials and appeals involving in-
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sider trading, tax fraud, securities fraud, 
commodities manipulation, trademark 
infringement, theft of trade secrets, en-
vironmental crimes and violations of the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.  

David received his undergraduate 
degree from the University of North Da-
kota and a Masters Degree in English 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana.  
He graduated from the University of Tex-
as Law School with highest honors and 
served on the law review.  David then 
clerked at the Texas Supreme Court for 
Thomas R. Phillips.  David is currently a 
partner with Smyser Kaplan & Veselka, 
LLP, in Houston.

David Isaak

CLE, Advanced Civil Trial
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AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your 
answer to jsterling@bf-law.com and you will win a rolling briefcase provided 
by the State Bar of Texas.

Question: Who was the Young Lawyer of 
the Month in the January 2008 issue of the 
AMA-LAW Newsletter?

October answer: Phil Johnson
October winner: LaChiquita McCray

1-800-204-2222

By the time this article is circulated in the latest edition of the AMA-LAW, 
a very important day in our Nation will be close at hand – Veterans Day.  A year 
ago at about this time, I loaded my family up and drove to Colorado Springs for 
the Army v. Air Force football game.  We had a great time.  We stumbled upon a 
Veterans Day Parade in downtown Colorado Springs that began just outside of 
the restaurant in which we ate breakfast that Saturday morning.  My kids were 
able to meet and visit with a number of Air Force cadets who had just marched in 
the parade.  The cadets were also nice enough to pose for several photographs 
with the kids and answer all of the kids’ questions.   Following the parade, we 
made our way to the stadium where the kids (and the parents) got to spend time 
with a number of soldiers from Fort Carson who were manning various tanks 
and armored vehicles that the kids were ableto climb in and on prior to kick-off.  
Many of those soldiers had served overseas “in harm’s way” – some of them in 
multiple deployments.   They could not have been more kind and respectful, and 
I could have spent the balance of the day visiting with them.  It was a great way 
for our kids to celebrate Veterans Day with so many young 
men and women in uniform.  

If you are looking for a way in which to “give back” to 
a Veteran, then I can enthusiastically recommend the Texas 
Lawyers for Texas Veterans program.  The State Bar of Texas 
launched this statewide program in 2010 to develop and 
assist pro bono clinics across Texas for military Veterans 
who cannot afford or do not have access to legal services 
that they need.  Bill Brian and his contact at the Veteran 
Justice Outreach office have spearheaded the program 
locally.  Through their efforts, lawyers from our local bar 
association have assisted Veterans through this program by 
participating in the local Texas Lawyers for Texas Veterans 
Wills Clinic program in 2011, 2012, 2015, and, most recently, 
in September of 2016.  While the clinic locally has primarily 
been focused on estate planning needs, our local Veterans 
have many other areas of need including family law and 
landlord-tenant matters.  The attorneys who participated 
in the event this past September include:  Bill Brian, Cole 
Brown, John Brown, Susan Burnette, Chris Jones, Gerald 
Morgan, Jr., Ginger Nelson, and Amy Shelhamer.  Through 
the local Wills Clinic in 2016, these attorneys were able to 
assist 12 local Veterans with their estate planning and other 
needs.  These attorneys have earned our profound thanks 
for their time and efforts.   There will be another Wills Clinic 
in the spring of 2017, and I strongly encourage all of our local 
attorneys to consider assisting in this event in the future in 
some capacity.  If you are interested in participating, please 
contact Bill Brian.   

Whether you plan to participate in an upcoming Veterans 
Wills Clinic or not, however, please take time to thank a 
Veteran (or a member of a Veteran’s family) for their service to 
our country this week.  Quite frankly, it’s the least we can do.  

And, yes, there is that “other” date in November 

CLE SCHEDULE 2016-2017
Nov 16-17-18 $400 

Advanced Civil Trial
18 CLE HRS 3.75 HRS ETHICS

Basement Training Room,
Eagle Center

Dec 8-9 $300
Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy Law
13.5 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS

Sprouse Shrader Smith
Jan 18-19-20 $400 
Advanced Estate Planning & Probate 

21+ CLE HRS 3.25 HRS ETHICS
Happy State Bank,

Basement Training Room
Feb 24 $225

Building Blocks of Wills,
Estates & Probate

6.75 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
 Single Issue

Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300
Discounted rates are available for 

multiple issues.  Publication of an adver-
tisement does not imply endorsement of 
any product or service. AABA reserves 
the right to select and edit materials to be 
published. Advertisements are limited to 
those products and services that are 
substantially related to improving the 
legal profession and the legal community 
in the northernmost twenty-six counties 
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet 
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or 
director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
lo-bar.org for 
information and 
links to both 
local and
state-wide
legal resources.

At the request of some Asso-
ciation members, we will offer an 
intense 2 day presentation of the 
Advanced Civil Trial course.  The 
lectures will begin at 8:00, instead 
of the usual 9:00 schedule, and 
continue until 5:00 on November 
16 and 17.  If there is insufficient 
time for a particular lecture, par-
ticipants can check out the thumb 
drive and view it at their leisure.

AMARILLO AREA
BAR ASSOCIATION

701 S. Taylor • Amarillo, TX 79101 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHRISTMAS RECEPTION

Bring a small stuffed animal to be donated to the
Amarillo Fire and Police Departments and The Bridge.

CHRISTMAS RECEPTION
Thursday, December 8, 2016

Heavy Hors d’oeuvres

6:00 - 8:00p.m.

HAPPY STATE BANK & TRUST COMPANY
701 S. Taylor (Bank Lobby)

Amarillo, Texas
806-373-2265

RSVP by December 8th to Kay Spiller at (806) 342-2448 or kspiller@happybank.com

    ou are cordially invited to join
The Amarillo Area Bar Association 

for the annual

Y

Hosted and Underwritten by:
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TRUST COMPANY
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7TH COURT OF
APPEALS UPDATE

by Justice Brian Quinn

Where to sue . . . of course, there is
always the option of following the venue
statutes.  But, forum selection clauses can
also dictate the location.  And, whether the
trial court properly enforced the clause is a
matter that can be reviewed through a peti-
tion for a writ of mandamus.  Remember
though that the forum selection clause is
contractual.  So, the dispute must fall with-
in the scope of its terms.  Because the con-
troversy in In re Ruby Tequila’s Amarillo
West, LLC, No. 07-11-0494-CV, 2012
Tex. App. Lexis 1320 (Tex.  App.--Amarillo
February 17, 2012) did not, we denied
mandamus relief.

There is always a way to get around
an obstacle if you keep trying.   That proved
true in Hutcherson v. State, No. 07-11-

0127-CR, 2012 Tex. App. Lexis 5042
(Tex. App.--Amarillo June 25, 2012).  The
Confrontation Clause of the U.S.
Constitution prohibits one person from
proffering into evidence opinions con-
tained in a report developed by someone
else. Melendez-Diaz v. Massachusetts,
557U.S. 305, 129 S.Ct. 2527, 174
L.Ed.2d 314 (2009). Yet, it does not bar an
expert, such as a medical examiner, from
voicing his own opinions about a matter
even though they are based upon a report
drafted by a third-party.  This is so because
the testifying expert (who can be subjected
to cross-examination) may rely on inad-
missible hearsay in developing his own
opinions.  And, as long as he does not

mention the report, the restrictions posed by
the Confrontation Clause are avoided.   

Whether good or bad, some interest-
ing legal issues arise from developing tech-
nology.  The one addressed in State v.
Granville, No. 07-11-0415-CR, 2012 Tex.
App. Lexis 5544 (Tex. App.—Amarillo July
22, 2012) concerned whether the police can
retrieve a cell phone that was inventoried as
part of the process of being jailed, turn it on,
and search its electronically stored contents
without a warrant or the presence of exigent
circumstances.  We said no, despite the exis-
tence of federal court authority holding that
such a search can occur “incident to arrest,”
that is, within a brief period after arrest.
Expect the Court of Criminal Appeals to
voice its opinion on the matter.   

Justice Brian Quinn

YOUNG LAWYER
OF THE MONTH

Alfonso was born and raised in
Hereford, Texas, the beef capital of the
world.  After graduating from Hereford
High School in 2002, he attended
Angelo State University.  Alfonso ma-
jored in Art his first semester of college,
but after quickly realizing that being
able to draw quality stick figures did not
make him an artist, per se, he changed
his major to Business.  After earning his
B.B.A. in Marketing, Alfonso contin-
ued his collegiate career and enrolled in
the Rawls College of Business at Texas
Tech University.  

During his pursuit of an M.B.A.,
Alfonso became an avid Red Raider and

closely followed the football and basket-
ball teams.  Wanting to continue “the
college life” and maintain his ability to
get into football and basketball games
for free as a student, Alfonso completed
his M.B.A. and enrolled in the Texas
Tech School of Law in 2007.  Just before
starting law school, he met his wife-to-
be, Britny.  

In law school, Alfonso participated
in mock trial, moot court and was a
member of the Board of Barristers and
Civil Practice Clinic.  Although in-
volved in various law school activities,
he maintained his priorities and was able
to attend every home football game and

numerous basketball games.  After re-
ceiving his J.D. in 2010, Alfonso and
Britny were married and moved to
Amarillo where he began working at
Brown & Fortunato, P.C.  When he is
not engrossed in Texas Tech football,
Alfonso enjoys running, reading, and
partaking in the occasional stick-figure
drawing.

Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

Alfonso Zambrano

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

LELAND W. WATERS
MEDIATOR

120 W. Kingmill, Suite 313
Post Office Box 1754

Pampa, Texas 79066-1754
Telephone: 806-669-5993

Facsimile 806-669-6890
leewaters@judgewaters.com

www.judgewaters.com

After 20 years’ service as District Judge,
and 15 years as a trial attorney,

Lee Waters is now available in the Amarillo area for
• Mediation and arbitration
• Case consulting
• Jury charge consulting

Board Certified, Civil Trial Law, Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Call Me At

806-669-5993

this year – Election Day.  I strongly 
encourage those of you who have 
not already voted early to vote in the 
election.  In addition to the race for 
the White House, there are a number 
of important issues and a number of 
candidates (including one of our past 
presidents, Four Price) on the ballot 
deserving of your consideration and 
participation.    
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young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.

P a g e  3 ,  A M A - L A W ,  M A Y 2 0 1 3P a g e  6 ,  A M A - L A W ,  M A Y 2 0 1 3

Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

Fishbowl Drawing:
$25........................................................Rick Russwurm
$50...............................................Matthew Bartosiewicz
$75................................................................Josh Flores

None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 
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     $50       Alison Sanders   present           
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10th and Harrison
Ideally suited for solo practitioner

or small firm.
Optional phone, receptionist, internet, 

and conference facilities available.
Abundant parking.

Call Jeremi Young
at 806-331-1800

Downtown Office 
Space For Lease

Office share available at 
ANB Plaza Two.

Large office, adjacent secretarial 
office, storage area, two conference 

rooms, large client reception area and 
other amenities available to share.

Suite 510, ANB Plaza II 
with Richard Hanna, Tom Boyd

and Mike Lynch.

Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 
with questions or for appointment to

see (civil practice please)

Kirk Crutcher
Attorney-Mediator

P.O. Box 50787 
Amarillo, TX 79159
806.584.4468
Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 

Cristal Robinson, MBA 
www.CristalRobinson.com 

 

 

 

1800 S. Washington, Suite 105 
Amarillo, Texas 79102 

 

806-373-5694 

Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

Stephanie hails from the tiny, little-known town of 
Bushland, Texas. For high school, she traveled a long 
five miles into the “big city,” spending her days on the 
volleyball court and softball field as a Tascosa rebel. 
After high school, she moved a little farther from home 
- 120 miles to be exact – to become a Red Raider. 
During her time in Lubbock, Stephanie could be found 
on any game day serving up margaritas and dollar 
beers at Ruby Tequilas across from the stadium. She 
raced through college in three years (a decision she still 
questions) and graduated at the top of her class from 
Texas Tech University with a degree in psychology.

Stephanie wasn’t excited about a career in 
psychology (and didn’t have a comfy couch for her 
office), so she decided to try her hand at law school. 
So, she moved to Waco, Texas to attend Baylor Law 
School. At Baylor, Stephanie excelled at not getting 
called on, and turned out to have a love for public 
speaking / moot court. Stephanie enjoyed watching 
Baylor turn its football program around (read: RGIII) – a 
fact she attributes singlehandedly to her good football 
mojo.1  Stephanie survived practice court alongside 
her best friend, Leslie Lowe, and got out of Waco 
before the biker wars began (unfortunately without 
ever meeting Chip and Jo). 

In 2013, Stephanie moved back home to the “big 
city” and joined the Underwood Law Firm, where she 
had clerked during law school. She spends her days 
doing Chuck Mallard’s grunt work and learning how to 
become a litigator.

Stephanie is married to a former Palo Duro Don 
turned Palo Duro football coach – Ty James. She 
spends her fall nights at Dick Bivins Stadium, hoping 
her good football mojo rubs off on his team.

1 Is it a coincidence that Stephanie was a student 
at Texas Tech (and in attendance at the game) during 
the infamous Crabtree catch to defeat UT? I think not.

Young LawYEr of thE month:
stEphaniE JamEs 

Stephanie James

Amarillo-Area Mock Trial Regional 
Coordinator Needed 

 
 

The Texas High School Mock Trial Competition program is looking for an 
individual (or a group of individuals) in the legal field to help represent the area’s 
high school mock trial program by working in conjunction with the State 
Coordinator.  It is recommended that the Coordinator(s) are organized and have 
an interest in the well-being of our students.   
 
Involvement:   
1.  Recruit legal volunteers to ‘judge’ (score) the rounds of competition  
         (approx. 1+ mo. out) 
2.  Secure courthouse for day of competition (now) 
3.  Train ‘judges’ on how to score individuals/teams (day of competition)  
4.  Tally team scores (day of competition) 
5.  Point of contact for the State office (on-going) 
 

The competition is very small and only requires one day of competition in 
January 2017. 

 
This position is voluntary.  Please contact the State Coordinator if interested: 

Melissa Garcia 
mgarcia@dallasbar.org  

214-220-7484 
 
 

For more information about this great educational program, check 
out our website here: 

http://www.texashighschoolmocktrial.com/  
 
 

 
 
 

POSITION OPEN
for in-house general counsel – requires 
wide range of legal experience including 
real estate, probate, trusts, business, con-
tracts, construction, employment, and hu-
man resources.  Also requires general civil 
litigation experience. Submit resume by 
email to icrawford@kandkinc.com.
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For Leasing Information, kindly call Kevin or Ginger Nelson 
806.342.4700  •  301 South Polk Street

D ow n tow n  A m a r i l lo ’ s  O r i g i n a l  H i g h - R i s e 
FOR  OVER  90  YEARS

The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  
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aaYLa upDatE
By Shane Brooks

By the time this newsletter hits the 
press, our New Lawyer Orientation on 
Wednesday, October 19th will have 
likely come and gone. In the event you 
are seeing this in time, please join us 
for a happy hour afterwards at 4pm at I 
Don’t Know Sports Bar and Grill. If you 
miss that one, you can make up for it 
by attending our annual Swearing In 
Ceremony and happy hour for the newly 
licensed attorneys likely in the second 
week of November. More details on that 
coming soon.

On October 27th we are holding 
a combined CLE and happy hour 
sponsored by our friends from ABOTA 
at the Amarillo National Bank Plaza II 
2nd Floor Conference Room. It will be a 
short 1 hour CLE with 0.5 hour of ethics 
presented by ABOTA and a chance to 
learn more about their organization. I’ve 
seen the order for the food and drinks at 

Riddle me this Batman – if an attorney who files 
an Ander’s brief is supposed to read the entire file to 
determine if there is an arguable issue, how can he say 
that there is no arguable issue if he doesn’t have the 
entire file?  We ask this riddle more often than one would 
think.  The last time was in Helsley v. State, No. 07-15-
00350-CR, 2016 Tex. App. LEXIS 10149 (Tex. App.—
Amarillo September 14, 2016).  And, the answer is – ya 
can’t.  Make sure you have the entire record before you 
decide if an Ander’s brief should be filed.  If you don’t, 
then the appeal just may be abated for the appointment 
of new counsel.  And, for those who do no criminal or 
termination appeals wherein counsel is appointed, an 
Ander’s brief filed by an appointed counsel wherein he 
says he read the record, found no arguable issues to 
appeal, the appeal is meritless, and he wants out.  

Remember the cop shows where they make a big 
deal of reading the Miranda warnings to suspects?  
Good drama, but that doesn’t always happen in real 
life; nor does it have to.  Only when the person is “in 
custody” must he be afforded those warnings.  In Okere 
v. State, No. 07-16-00043-CR, 2016 Tex. App. LEXIS 
7871 (Tex. App.—Amarillo July 25, 2016), the trial court 
did not err in refusing to suppress a recording of the 
defendant’s statement while being interviewed at the 
police station without his attorney.  Despite the absence 
of Miranda warnings, the defendant was always free to 
leave the facility and actually left when the interview 
ended.  So, he was not in custody, and his statement 
could be used against him.  Book ‘em Danno . . . .

Uno mas – and it harkens back to first year contracts 
class.  Remember being taught that the existence of an 
enforceable contract is dependent upon a meeting of 
the minds?  That was the issue in Blevins v. Ali, No. 07-
15-00358-CV, 2016 Tex. App. LEXIS 10689 (Tex. App.—
Amarillo September 29, 2016).  Blevins said the deal 
involved the sale of over 8 acres of land, but Ali claimed 
he was selling only 7 acres.  In determining whether 
their minds met, we looked at what the parties actually 
said and did, not at what they may have subjectively 
intended or wanted.  And, here, the answer was made 
easy since someone recorded on a cell phone the 
conversation between the prospective buyer and seller 
about what was being sold.  Yep, it was only 7 acres, 
so no meeting of the minds occurred, which meant that 
Blevins had no claim for breach of contract.

Hasta luego!

America’s Newest and Best 
Economy Extended Stay HotelsTM

AMARILLO, TX
(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124
amarillo@legacymgmt.org

LUBBOCK, TX
(806) 701-4196

6219 62nd Street
Lubbock, TX 79424

lubbock@legacymgmt.org

myplacehotels.com  •  855-200-5685  •  Each franchise is independently owned and operated.
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the happy hour, and ABOTA is treating 
the young lawyers right! You don’t want 
to miss this one. Contact Courtney 
White at courtney.white@sprouselaw.
com to sign up.

In other news, we recently received 
a $500 grant from TYLA to help fund 
our new perfect attendance bicycle 
award benefitting a local elementary 
school.  Each student that has perfect 
attendance for a semester will be 
entered into a drawing to win a free 
bicycle and helmet. We will award one 
bicycle and helmet for each grade 
at the school.  We will also distribute 
TYLA’s Bicycle Safety information.  If 
you haven’t reviewed TYLA’s Bicycle 
Safety handout, you should.  It provides 
safety tips for cyclists and for motorists 
when interacting with cyclists. We hope 
this project will engage students in a 
positive way.  Instead of being punished 

for excessive absences, which may in 
itself perpetuate the problem, we hope 
that this project will help encourage 
them to attend school.  We also hope 
that a few lucky students enjoy their 
new bikes.

Reminder, if you have not yet filled 
out an AAYLA membership application 
for this bar year, contact Tyler Topper at 
(806) 358-8116 or ttopper@bmwb-law.
com, and he will send you what you 
need. Note there is a discount if you 
are registered before November 15th! If 
you have any questions or want to learn 
more about AAYLA, please contact me 
anytime at shane.brooks@sprouselaw.
com or 806.349.4717.

FEDERAL CRIMINAL DEFENSE
Christy L. Drake

Attorney at Law
801 S. Fillmore, Suite 710

Amarillo, TX  79101
806.410.2030

Former Federal Prosecutor
chrisdrakelaw@gmail.com
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young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs

P a g e  3 ,  A M A - L AW,   M A Y  2 0 1 4P a g e  6 ,  A M A - L AW,   M A Y  2 0 1 4

Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.
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The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 

Fishbowl Drawing
     $25       Joel Kaplan   not present
     $50       Alison Sanders   present           
     $100     Pace Rawlins    not present

legal bRiefs

10th and Harrison
Ideally suited for solo practitioner

or small firm.
Optional phone, receptionist, internet, 

and conference facilities available.
Abundant parking.

Call Jeremi Young
at 806-331-1800

Downtown Office 
Space For Lease

Office share available at 
ANB Plaza Two.

Large office, adjacent secretarial 
office, storage area, two conference 

rooms, large client reception area and 
other amenities available to share.

Suite 510, ANB Plaza II 
with Richard Hanna, Tom Boyd

and Mike Lynch.

Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 
with questions or for appointment to

see (civil practice please)

Kirk Crutcher
Attorney-Mediator

P.O. Box 50787 
Amarillo, TX 79159
806.584.4468
Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 

Cristal Robinson, MBA 
www.CristalRobinson.com 

 

 

 

1800 S. Washington, Suite 105 
Amarillo, Texas 79102 

 

806-373-5694 

Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

Stephanie hails from the tiny, little-known town of 
Bushland, Texas. For high school, she traveled a long 
five miles into the “big city,” spending her days on the 
volleyball court and softball field as a Tascosa rebel. 
After high school, she moved a little farther from home 
- 120 miles to be exact – to become a Red Raider. 
During her time in Lubbock, Stephanie could be found 
on any game day serving up margaritas and dollar 
beers at Ruby Tequilas across from the stadium. She 
raced through college in three years (a decision she still 
questions) and graduated at the top of her class from 
Texas Tech University with a degree in psychology.

Stephanie wasn’t excited about a career in 
psychology (and didn’t have a comfy couch for her 
office), so she decided to try her hand at law school. 
So, she moved to Waco, Texas to attend Baylor Law 
School. At Baylor, Stephanie excelled at not getting 
called on, and turned out to have a love for public 
speaking / moot court. Stephanie enjoyed watching 
Baylor turn its football program around (read: RGIII) – a 
fact she attributes singlehandedly to her good football 
mojo.1  Stephanie survived practice court alongside 
her best friend, Leslie Lowe, and got out of Waco 
before the biker wars began (unfortunately without 
ever meeting Chip and Jo). 

In 2013, Stephanie moved back home to the “big 
city” and joined the Underwood Law Firm, where she 
had clerked during law school. She spends her days 
doing Chuck Mallard’s grunt work and learning how to 
become a litigator.

Stephanie is married to a former Palo Duro Don 
turned Palo Duro football coach – Ty James. She 
spends her fall nights at Dick Bivins Stadium, hoping 
her good football mojo rubs off on his team.

1 Is it a coincidence that Stephanie was a student 
at Texas Tech (and in attendance at the game) during 
the infamous Crabtree catch to defeat UT? I think not.

Young LawYEr of thE month:
stEphaniE JamEs 

Stephanie James

Amarillo-Area Mock Trial Regional 
Coordinator Needed 

 
 

The Texas High School Mock Trial Competition program is looking for an 
individual (or a group of individuals) in the legal field to help represent the area’s 
high school mock trial program by working in conjunction with the State 
Coordinator.  It is recommended that the Coordinator(s) are organized and have 
an interest in the well-being of our students.   
 
Involvement:   
1.  Recruit legal volunteers to ‘judge’ (score) the rounds of competition  
         (approx. 1+ mo. out) 
2.  Secure courthouse for day of competition (now) 
3.  Train ‘judges’ on how to score individuals/teams (day of competition)  
4.  Tally team scores (day of competition) 
5.  Point of contact for the State office (on-going) 
 

The competition is very small and only requires one day of competition in 
January 2017. 

 
This position is voluntary.  Please contact the State Coordinator if interested: 

Melissa Garcia 
mgarcia@dallasbar.org  

214-220-7484 
 
 

For more information about this great educational program, check 
out our website here: 

http://www.texashighschoolmocktrial.com/  
 
 

 
 
 

POSITION OPEN
for in-house general counsel – requires 
wide range of legal experience including 
real estate, probate, trusts, business, con-
tracts, construction, employment, and hu-
man resources.  Also requires general civil 
litigation experience. Submit resume by 
email to icrawford@kandkinc.com.
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AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question below and send your 
answer to jsterling@bf-law.com and you will win a rolling briefcase provided 
by the State Bar of Texas.

Question: Who was the Young Lawyer of 
the Month in the January 2008 issue of the 
AMA-LAW Newsletter?

October answer: Phil Johnson
October winner: LaChiquita McCray

1-800-204-2222

By the time this article is circulated in the latest edition of the AMA-LAW, 
a very important day in our Nation will be close at hand – Veterans Day.  A year 
ago at about this time, I loaded my family up and drove to Colorado Springs for 
the Army v. Air Force football game.  We had a great time.  We stumbled upon a 
Veterans Day Parade in downtown Colorado Springs that began just outside of 
the restaurant in which we ate breakfast that Saturday morning.  My kids were 
able to meet and visit with a number of Air Force cadets who had just marched in 
the parade.  The cadets were also nice enough to pose for several photographs 
with the kids and answer all of the kids’ questions.   Following the parade, we 
made our way to the stadium where the kids (and the parents) got to spend time 
with a number of soldiers from Fort Carson who were manning various tanks 
and armored vehicles that the kids were ableto climb in and on prior to kick-off.  
Many of those soldiers had served overseas “in harm’s way” – some of them in 
multiple deployments.   They could not have been more kind and respectful, and 
I could have spent the balance of the day visiting with them.  It was a great way 
for our kids to celebrate Veterans Day with so many young 
men and women in uniform.  

If you are looking for a way in which to “give back” to 
a Veteran, then I can enthusiastically recommend the Texas 
Lawyers for Texas Veterans program.  The State Bar of Texas 
launched this statewide program in 2010 to develop and 
assist pro bono clinics across Texas for military Veterans 
who cannot afford or do not have access to legal services 
that they need.  Bill Brian and his contact at the Veteran 
Justice Outreach office have spearheaded the program 
locally.  Through their efforts, lawyers from our local bar 
association have assisted Veterans through this program by 
participating in the local Texas Lawyers for Texas Veterans 
Wills Clinic program in 2011, 2012, 2015, and, most recently, 
in September of 2016.  While the clinic locally has primarily 
been focused on estate planning needs, our local Veterans 
have many other areas of need including family law and 
landlord-tenant matters.  The attorneys who participated 
in the event this past September include:  Bill Brian, Cole 
Brown, John Brown, Susan Burnette, Chris Jones, Gerald 
Morgan, Jr., Ginger Nelson, and Amy Shelhamer.  Through 
the local Wills Clinic in 2016, these attorneys were able to 
assist 12 local Veterans with their estate planning and other 
needs.  These attorneys have earned our profound thanks 
for their time and efforts.   There will be another Wills Clinic 
in the spring of 2017, and I strongly encourage all of our local 
attorneys to consider assisting in this event in the future in 
some capacity.  If you are interested in participating, please 
contact Bill Brian.   

Whether you plan to participate in an upcoming Veterans 
Wills Clinic or not, however, please take time to thank a 
Veteran (or a member of a Veteran’s family) for their service to 
our country this week.  Quite frankly, it’s the least we can do.  

And, yes, there is that “other” date in November 

CLE SCHEDULE 2016-2017
Nov 16-17-18 $400 

Advanced Civil Trial
18 CLE HRS 3.75 HRS ETHICS

Basement Training Room,
Eagle Center

Dec 8-9 $300
Advanced Oil, Gas & Energy Law
13.5 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS

Sprouse Shrader Smith
Jan 18-19-20 $400 
Advanced Estate Planning & Probate 

21+ CLE HRS 3.25 HRS ETHICS
Happy State Bank,

Basement Training Room
Feb 24 $225

Building Blocks of Wills,
Estates & Probate

6.75 CLE HRS 3.0 HRS ETHICS
Basement Training Room,

Eagle Center

AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
 Single Issue

Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300
Discounted rates are available for 

multiple issues.  Publication of an adver-
tisement does not imply endorsement of 
any product or service. AABA reserves 
the right to select and edit materials to be 
published. Advertisements are limited to 
those products and services that are 
substantially related to improving the 
legal profession and the legal community 
in the northernmost twenty-six counties 
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet 
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or 
director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
lo-bar.org for 
information and 
links to both 
local and
state-wide
legal resources.

At the request of some Asso-
ciation members, we will offer an 
intense 2 day presentation of the 
Advanced Civil Trial course.  The 
lectures will begin at 8:00, instead 
of the usual 9:00 schedule, and 
continue until 5:00 on November 
16 and 17.  If there is insufficient 
time for a particular lecture, par-
ticipants can check out the thumb 
drive and view it at their leisure.

AMARILLO AREA
BAR ASSOCIATION

701 S. Taylor • Amarillo, TX 79101 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHRISTMAS RECEPTION

Bring a small stuffed animal to be donated to the
Amarillo Fire and Police Departments and The Bridge.

CHRISTMAS RECEPTION
Thursday, December 8, 2016

Heavy Hors d’oeuvres

6:00 - 8:00p.m.

HAPPY STATE BANK & TRUST COMPANY
701 S. Taylor (Bank Lobby)

Amarillo, Texas
806-373-2265

RSVP by December 8th to Kay Spiller at (806) 342-2448 or kspiller@happybank.com

    ou are cordially invited to join
The Amarillo Area Bar Association 

for the annual

Y

Hosted and Underwritten by:

HAPPY
TRUST COMPANY

The Annual
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7TH COURT OF
APPEALS UPDATE

by Justice Brian Quinn

Where to sue . . . of course, there is
always the option of following the venue
statutes.  But, forum selection clauses can
also dictate the location.  And, whether the
trial court properly enforced the clause is a
matter that can be reviewed through a peti-
tion for a writ of mandamus.  Remember
though that the forum selection clause is
contractual.  So, the dispute must fall with-
in the scope of its terms.  Because the con-
troversy in In re Ruby Tequila’s Amarillo
West, LLC, No. 07-11-0494-CV, 2012
Tex. App. Lexis 1320 (Tex.  App.--Amarillo
February 17, 2012) did not, we denied
mandamus relief.

There is always a way to get around
an obstacle if you keep trying.   That proved
true in Hutcherson v. State, No. 07-11-

0127-CR, 2012 Tex. App. Lexis 5042
(Tex. App.--Amarillo June 25, 2012).  The
Confrontation Clause of the U.S.
Constitution prohibits one person from
proffering into evidence opinions con-
tained in a report developed by someone
else. Melendez-Diaz v. Massachusetts,
557U.S. 305, 129 S.Ct. 2527, 174
L.Ed.2d 314 (2009). Yet, it does not bar an
expert, such as a medical examiner, from
voicing his own opinions about a matter
even though they are based upon a report
drafted by a third-party.  This is so because
the testifying expert (who can be subjected
to cross-examination) may rely on inad-
missible hearsay in developing his own
opinions.  And, as long as he does not

mention the report, the restrictions posed by
the Confrontation Clause are avoided.   

Whether good or bad, some interest-
ing legal issues arise from developing tech-
nology.  The one addressed in State v.
Granville, No. 07-11-0415-CR, 2012 Tex.
App. Lexis 5544 (Tex. App.—Amarillo July
22, 2012) concerned whether the police can
retrieve a cell phone that was inventoried as
part of the process of being jailed, turn it on,
and search its electronically stored contents
without a warrant or the presence of exigent
circumstances.  We said no, despite the exis-
tence of federal court authority holding that
such a search can occur “incident to arrest,”
that is, within a brief period after arrest.
Expect the Court of Criminal Appeals to
voice its opinion on the matter.   

Justice Brian Quinn

YOUNG LAWYER
OF THE MONTH

Alfonso was born and raised in
Hereford, Texas, the beef capital of the
world.  After graduating from Hereford
High School in 2002, he attended
Angelo State University.  Alfonso ma-
jored in Art his first semester of college,
but after quickly realizing that being
able to draw quality stick figures did not
make him an artist, per se, he changed
his major to Business.  After earning his
B.B.A. in Marketing, Alfonso contin-
ued his collegiate career and enrolled in
the Rawls College of Business at Texas
Tech University.  

During his pursuit of an M.B.A.,
Alfonso became an avid Red Raider and

closely followed the football and basket-
ball teams.  Wanting to continue “the
college life” and maintain his ability to
get into football and basketball games
for free as a student, Alfonso completed
his M.B.A. and enrolled in the Texas
Tech School of Law in 2007.  Just before
starting law school, he met his wife-to-
be, Britny.  

In law school, Alfonso participated
in mock trial, moot court and was a
member of the Board of Barristers and
Civil Practice Clinic.  Although in-
volved in various law school activities,
he maintained his priorities and was able
to attend every home football game and

numerous basketball games.  After re-
ceiving his J.D. in 2010, Alfonso and
Britny were married and moved to
Amarillo where he began working at
Brown & Fortunato, P.C.  When he is
not engrossed in Texas Tech football,
Alfonso enjoys running, reading, and
partaking in the occasional stick-figure
drawing.

Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

Alfonso Zambrano

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

LELAND W. WATERS
MEDIATOR

120 W. Kingmill, Suite 313
Post Office Box 1754

Pampa, Texas 79066-1754
Telephone: 806-669-5993

Facsimile 806-669-6890
leewaters@judgewaters.com

www.judgewaters.com

After 20 years’ service as District Judge,
and 15 years as a trial attorney,

Lee Waters is now available in the Amarillo area for
• Mediation and arbitration
• Case consulting
• Jury charge consulting

Board Certified, Civil Trial Law, Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Call Me At

806-669-5993

this year – Election Day.  I strongly 
encourage those of you who have 
not already voted early to vote in the 
election.  In addition to the race for 
the White House, there are a number 
of important issues and a number of 
candidates (including one of our past 
presidents, Four Price) on the ballot 
deserving of your consideration and 
participation.    
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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
Page 4

“

YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Judge Clinton E. Averitte, President
Brian P. Heinrich, President-Elect
Tim D. Newsom, Vice President
Pamela Trimble Gleason, Secretary-Treasurer
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Elizabeth Jepson, Editor of AMA-LAW

50 YEARLAWYERS

“ Back Row:Jon Oden, Ben Sturgeon, Walter Wolfram, Don Patterson, Don Jackson, Richard Brainerd
Middle Row: Robert Sanders, Jerry Johnson, Alan Adkins, James Dorres, George Jennings, Jr., Don
Dean, Tom Morris, Dee Miller, Oth Miller
Front Row: Judge Nobles, Justice Boyd, Speaker Broadus Spivey, Bob Templeton, Bob Smith
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Terms Expire 2014
Adrian Castillo
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Johnny Merritt
  
Laura Hale, AAYLA President
Jo Ann Holt, Executive Director
Elizabeth Jepson, Editor of AMA-LAW

      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S
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    If you are looking for a 

way in which to “give back” 

to a Veteran, then I can 

enthusiastically recommend 

the Texas Lawyers for Texas 

Veterans program.”             -Page 2

    Riddle me this Batman – 

if an attorney who files an 

Ander’s brief is supposed 

to read the entire file to 

determine if there is an 

arguable issue, how can he 

say that there is no arguable 

issue if he doesn’t have the 

entire file?”           -Page 4

Your Bar EvEnts - novEmBEr 2016
 S M T W T F S

“ 
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novEmBEr spEakEr:
DaviD isaak

David Isaak will be our speaker at 
the November 10 luncheon.  David was 
a key member of the defense team that 
secured a “not guilty” verdict for the well 
site leader on the Deepwater Horizon.  
Over the course of four years of litigation, 
the trial court dismissed 11 manslaughter 
charges and the government dismissed 
11 more.  After a two-week trial on the 
remaining Clean Water Act charge, Da-
vid’s client was acquitted after the jury 
deliberated less than two hours.  David 
represents companies and individuals in 
white-collar criminal defense, govern-
ment investigations and high-stakes civil 
litigation.  He represents clients in inves-
tigations, trials and appeals involving in-
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sider trading, tax fraud, securities fraud, 
commodities manipulation, trademark 
infringement, theft of trade secrets, en-
vironmental crimes and violations of the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.  

David received his undergraduate 
degree from the University of North Da-
kota and a Masters Degree in English 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana.  
He graduated from the University of Tex-
as Law School with highest honors and 
served on the law review.  David then 
clerked at the Texas Supreme Court for 
Thomas R. Phillips.  David is currently a 
partner with Smyser Kaplan & Veselka, 
LLP, in Houston.

David Isaak
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